[image: image1.jpg]



           ART POLICY
OUR AIMS
Art is a way of channelling our imagination; it is a form of communication and gives us a sense of history and human achievement from a variety of cultures. It stimulates our senses and enriches and complements other areas of the curriculum. It is a means of expressing, in concrete form, our sensitivity to the various stimuli in our environment

RATIONALE
Art aims to:
· Enable the child to experience enjoyment, satisfaction and success in the subject, whatever their age, sex, race, mental or physical ability and, in so doing, develop positive attitudes to themselves and others.

· Provide the child with a stimulating, aesthetically pleasing and informative environment in which their work and that of other artists is displayed in a thoughtful, sympathetic and effective manner.
· Develop, in the child, an awareness of the visual, tactile and sensory stimuli around them and provide them with the appropriate opportunities and resources to interpret these in a variety of ways e.g. working in 2 and 3 dimensions with a selection of materials and to different scales, and to develop their ability to use these materials and processes to communicate ideas, feelings and meanings.

· Provide opportunities for all children to develop the skills and concepts of art education and to educate them in the basic rules of visual art, i.e. colour , line, shape, form, tone, texture, pattern and arrangement.

· Encourage comparison, reflection and evaluation of their own and other’s work.

· Use I.C.T. and video and make links with music, dance and drama whenever appropriate and possible.

· Enrich and complement other areas of the curriculum through display, illustration and presentation.
· Accept that any visual means of expressing ideas and experiences is as valid as any other.

· Follow the National Curriculum 2000 guidelines and the statutory requirements on the teaching of Art.

· Help the child to recognise the various influences on Art :- economic , historical, cultural and sociological, and the range of human achievement in order that they can use this knowledge to enhance their own work.  To explore with the children the ideas and meanings in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers and help them learn about their different roles and the functions of art, craft and design in their own lives and in different times and cultures. 
FOUNDATION STAGE AND NATIONAL CURRICULUM 2000 

Our teaching of art is based on the early learning goals for creative development and knowledge and understanding of the world (Foundation Stage for Reception) and the Attainment Target for Art and Design in the Art National Curriculum 2000 (Yrs 1-6) with pupils expected to work within level descriptions 2-5. Children with special needs are enabled to participate as fully and effectively as possible through differentiation of tasks and materials and individual help where needed. 
TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Planning
Our planning of work for years 1-6 is based on the QCA scheme of work for Art and Design which in turn builds on early experiences in the Foundation Stage where the scheme encompasses early learning goals fro creative development and knowledge and understanding of the world (curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage).

Continuity and Progression 
Monitoring of progress is based on the learning objectives and outcomes for each terms work and is in line with our whole school approach to assessment of the Foundation subjects. This information is passed on to the next teacher at the end of each school year in the class assessment file. Displays or class projects may be videoed or photographed as evidence. At the end of Year 6 staff assess the levels reached by their children and pass this information on to the secondary school.

Teaching methods

Teaching methods take the form of individual and group work, class topics and whole school topics. Some art lessons will be specific to art and some cross-curricular art is linked to topic work. Pupils are encouraged to evaluate their own and others work in a positive way and use will be made of the ICT facilities we have in school. 
Art will be delivered in different ways with the use of presentations, Online galleries and a raised awareness of cross curricular links with Literacy, Geography, R.E. and History. Story sacks could be used as a stimulus with younger children whilst an emphasis on ‘Real Art’ would be focused on the juniors looking at questions and answers and where art movements and ideas came from.

Much of the teaching can take place in the classroom but pupils are encouraged to and observe their wider environment and interpret it through the Art curriculum. Pupils’ work can be stimulated by visits from other artists, visits to libraries, Arts Week, school projects, Art Galleries, museums, gardens etc and to resources available within the school. 

This range of teaching ensures that activities are differentiated to the abilities and interests of all pupils. SEN children to be encouraged to try a range of mediums, communicating their feelings. 

Able children will be encouraged to extend and develop their own ideas taking control of their end product.
Through art children will be encouraged to develop their speaking and listening skills through class discussion and in giving their opinions on various art forms be it by themselves or by others. 

Continuity and Progression:

Art will be taken from early mark making in Reception and through continuity and progression in planning and teaching, learning will develop building upon previous experience and understanding.

Equal Opportunities
Opportunities are provided for all children to develop the skills and concepts of Art Education and to experience enjoyment, satisfaction and success in the subject.

Safety

From an early age, children are taught to handle tools and resources in a correct and safe manner.

Resources

Resources are stored in 3 central areas and are reviewed, renewed and maintained on a regular basis.

After careful scrutiny regarding safety, full use is made of any materials donated by parents or industry. Artists, local secondary schools and craftspeople in the local area are invited into school to share their expertise with the children and to display their work.

Some art resources for example drawing boxes are used kept in classrooms and used on a regular basis items such as batik pots are kept in central stores around school and should be replaced when finished with. 

Children are not permitted into central  resource areas to collect resources.
Resources are used economically and the children are taught to value the equipment and treat it with respect.

National Curriculum 2000 Art Document, Foundation Stage Curriculum + School Policy 

Cameras, model making tools, printing materials, printing screens, sample books e.g. fabric and paper, paint, painting tools, batik pots, tools for batik pots, crayons, collage materials, needlework tools and materials, mod-roc, chicken wire, feathers, sequins, buttons, pencil crayons, water colours.

P.C’s in every room and access to the internet

Scanner

Books, pictures, postcards, large prints of famous paintings to support AT 2

Books on technique and child development in Art to support AT 1 
Books on display

Support from AST where needed to plan, deliver and resource art topics.

Assessment and Recording

Assessment provides the necessary information to enable staff to adjust their teaching to the needs of the individual and this evidence will come from observation of the pupil at work individually and in a group or class situation. The recording sheet is in line with those for other foundation subjects. Assessment takes place in an informal manner throughout the topic. Formal written assessments which differentiate the children’s learning and which addresses the learning outcomes and expectations from the QCA scheme are done at the end of each study unit.

This information will be passed on to the next class teacher at the end of each year.

Evidence of pupil’s attainment is collected through:

· observing children at work

· questioning, talking and listening to pupils

· looking at and discussing children’s work 

· responses form children to tasks

The Role of the Co-ordinator 

The Art Coordinator should:

Provide guidance and support to staff in implementing the curriculum plan
Be aware of the latest information on curriculum updating and statutory guidelines and attend courses in order to feedback this information

Be responsible for the formulation and updating of the Art policy

Encourage staff to provide evidence of good practice in classroom teaching

Organise, review and maintain core resources and support staff if needed in individual class orders

Be responsible for visual imagery and experience through the use of original art works, prints, artists, craft persons, loan schemes, books and other media.

Be responsible for display and visual communication.

The Role of the Headteacher

To stimulate the updating of the Art policy

To ensure that the policy document is being adhered to and that good teaching practice is taking place throughout the school.

To ensure that the whole school has taken the policy ‘on board’.

To inform any supply/temporary/new teachers of the existence of the Art Policy.

To be available for discussion

To provide the necessary finance from the budget to cover replacement of resources.
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