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ASSESSMENT POLICY
At Whaley Bridge Primary School we see assessment as a process by which information is gained about a pupil in order to promote further learning.  It may be diagnostic, formative, summative or evaluative.  Assessment complements and assists teaching and learning, playing a vital role in the overall progress of the child.  This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of assessment in our school.

PHILOSOPHY AND PRINCIPLES

We believe that assessment should:

1. Assist the pupil in the learning process

Therefore we intend that it will

a. Tell us something about their individual progress

b. Enable us to diagnose individual weaknesses

c. Draw out strengths

d. Provide motivation

e. Include the pupil where appropriate

2. Assist the teacher in the evaluation of teaching and learning

Therefore we intend that it will

a. Indicate the strengths and weaknesses of our curriculum

b. Provide information on our materials and methods

c. Provide information for short, medium or long term action

3. Provide a means of communication with legitimate parties

Therefore we intend that we will inform and involve

a. Pupils

b. Parents/Guardians
c. Colleagues within school

d. Colleagues in another place

e. Governors

f. LA and relevant and appropriate community links

4. Provide equal opportunities for all

Therefore we intend that for equality of opportunity all pupils are assessed on where they are and what they can achieve. Adhering to the “Every child matters” document.

PROCEDURES

Our philosophy and principles will be achieved through the following procedures:

Standardised Tests and Diagnostic Analysis

· Reading and Spelling Tests
· Foundation Stage Profile
· Collins Maths Assessments
· QCA Tests
· High frequency word lists

· Jolly Phonic tests

· Big Write assessments.

Informal and Formal Discussion

· Teacher and child

· Teacher and parent

· Teacher and Teaching Assistant 

· TA and Pupil

· Pupil and Pupil

· Teacher and teacher

· Teacher and other professionals/outside agencies

· Teacher and Teaching Assistant 

Record Keeping

· Long/medium term plans

· Use of weekly plans

· Observation notes

· Reading records

· Individual and group record sheets: APP in maths, Whaley Tracker
Target Setting

· Group or individual targets for WRITING

· Group or individual targets for MATHEMATICS

· Individual Education Plans

Pupil Evidence

· Targets and evaluation

· Marking of work

· Big Write Portfolios
· Maths Passports

· Pupils self evaluation.

MONITORING AND EVALUATING

We will know whether our principles are being achieved via consideration of:

· Progress made in relation to prior attainment

· Analysis of the Tracking Grid systems that are in place.

· Pupils’ self evaluations.

· Pupils’ attitude to learning

· Careful scrutiny of standardised and statutory tests

· Careful scrutiny of children’s work

APPENDIX 1

1. Reporting to Parents

At Whaley Bridge Primary School we use the following means to report to parents:
Parents Evenings
One in the Autumn Term and again in the Spring. 

Homework/Spelling books


Reading support books


Meeting with parents
These are arranged by individual teachers as


necessary either at their or parents request 

Yearly reports
These are sent out twice, the Interim Report in            

                                            January and one at the end of the school year

Annual Reviews and
These are arranged by the SEN Co-ordinator

I.E.P. meetings

2. Transfer of Records

Record sheets are completed termly.  For the core areas individual and/or class records are kept and for the foundation subjects class records are used.  The following lists the records kept in the core subjects.

ENGLISH – GENERAL

· QCA results

· IEPs 

· Phonic Booklet from Reception to Year 2

· Foundation Stage Profile

· Whaley Tracker
READING

· Spelling and Reading Tests results 
· Reading records
WRITING

· Whaley Tracker

· Ros Wilson assessment grids

· Big Write portfolios

MATHEMATICS

· QCA results

· Collins assessment grids
· IEPs 

· Maths Passports
SCIENCE

· Whole class record sheets
OTHER CURRICULAR AREAS

Record keeping for all other areas filled out with the names of children who haven’t achieved the targets with an explanation of what they can achieve and the names of children who have achieved more with a note on what they have achieved.
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