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COLLECTIVE ACT OF WORSHIP POLICY
GENERAL STATEMENTS

“Religious Education seeks to increase pupils’ awareness and scrutiny of ultimate questions surrounding existence.  R.E. plays a major part in promoting pupils’ spiritual development”  -  OFSTED.

“With a pluralist society the members of any school community will have a variety of experiences, thoughts and beliefs.  In view of this, collective worship should respect the integrity of all the pupils and adults involved, and of those faiths and life-stances which are chosen to be the focus of attention”  -  “A Sense of Occasion”  -  Collective Worship in Derbyshire Schools.

“If it is one of the tasks of religious education to foster understanding, respect and moral behaviour and such qualities and values must be seen to be practised by the school itself”   -   Handbook for Agreed Syllabus Conferences SACREs and SCHOOLS.

“We need to convince children of the importance of exploring a vision for themselves”.

OUR AIMS

To enable children:

a) to grow in awareness of themselves and to develop a positive attitude to their own emotions, life and learning:

· enjoying the wonder of being alive

· appreciating what it is to be valued and respected as a person

· appreciating their own gifts and needs

· acknowledging and coming to terms with their own fears, anxieties and frustrations

· expressing themselves in satisfying and acceptable ways.

b) to grow in awareness of others, and to develop relationships in a secure and tolerant setting:

· learning to co-operate with others, and sharing their particular gifts with individuals and groups they meet

· appreciating the diversity of people’s interests and abilities, and learning to value the contribution each person can make

· learning that what they think, say and do matters to other people, and discerning connections between actions and their consequences.

c) to develop their interest in, and their ability to reflect upon, the world around them:

· delighting in the rich variety of the world

· responding to their experiences with natural spontaneity

· reverencing living things

· exploring materials, situations and operations so that relationships, harmony and pattern may be observed

· recognising some responsibility for their surroundings.

d) to clarify and enlarge their ideas about religion

· exploring religious practices

· enjoying and reflecting on carefully selected stories from various religious traditions

· thinking about what people mean when they use religious language.

Assemblies are held on a daily basis:

· Monday
Celebration Assembly
· Tuesday
Member of staff by rota

· Wednesday
Headteacher
· Thursday
Thursday KS1 9.05am / KS2  2.35pm
· Friday
Class Assembly, Special Occasion or Theme

· First Wednesday of the Month -  Mrs Axcell

· Week prior to Christmas  -  4/5 days local clergy and lay persons of interest

· Week prior to Easter  -  as Christmas

Collective worship takes place in many forms so that the children’s curiosity and response are kept fresh and alive.

Some of the forms are as follows:

· Inspirational stories/poems – true or fictional

· Topical issues within school  -  happy/sad times/behaviour/rules/bullying

· Topical issues world-wide  -  war/famine/disaster

· Topical issues  -  national/Commonwealth Day/news items

· Radio assemblies  -  encourages awareness of all schools worshipping together,

· Promotes listening skills

· Class assemblies  -  usually visual nature, using playlets, children’s own 

· Accounts, models, class pictures, pieces of music – teacher guided

· Slides  -  multicultural/journeys/celebration of diversity and creation

· Multicultural assemblies  -  Divali, Hanukkah, Chinese New Year, Holi, Purion

· Presentations/talks from visitors

· Charity appeals

· Different kinds of music which may inspire, excite or quieten the children

· Various Saints Days as they occur.

There are also whole school themes:

Harvest  -  All children are encouraged to bring an ‘offering’ for a display in the hall and a financial gift for a charity.  Parents/families are invited to take part.

All classes prepare a musical or spoken item which is pit together with the aid of a guest speaker, representative of C of E/Roman Catholic/Methodist Church who gives a short talk to the children at this thanksgiving.  If unavailable the Headteacher will preside.

Remembrance Day  -  Around 11a.m. either on the 11th November or very near to that day, a short service of Remembrance and thanksgiving is held in school.  The programme consists of traditional hymns, war songs, fold songs, choral speaking and the Silence.  (About 1 minute in view of such young children taking part).  “It is peace we come to celebrate not war”, and the memory of those giving up their lives for others.  A child player whenever possible will break the Silence.

Christmas  -  This event tends to cover the last few weeks of term, with preparation for the Infant Nativity, Junior Carol Concert or musical play, depicting a story associated with Christmas.  Other areas covered at Christmas are:  Santa Lucia (Sweden), St Nicholas’ Day (Holland), English Customs, The Christmas Tree (Germany), Chosen Charities.  Visiting clergy are encouraged.

Easter  -  Members of the local clergy etc are visitors to the school in the days leading up to the Easter vacation.  They officiate at our assemblies.  The week culminates in a service followed by the annual Easter parade and egg competition, funded by the PTA.
Well Dressing – Every June the school joins in the local Town’s Well Dressing celebrations
Local charities, Children in Need, Dr Barnardo’s, Christian Aid, Samaritan’s Purse, Jeans for Genes, Breast Cancer, Cancer Research, Comic Relief and many others have benefited from the efforts of the children.  Their efforts are the focus of regularly changed artistic displays of success for the good of others.  

Equipment & Resources

These are usually supplied by the person taking the assembly.

Equal Opportunities
We believe that a broad and balanced provision should be made for the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  The teaching of RE plays a crucial part in the development of the pupils’ spiritual awareness.  Morning assemblies should be a reverent and inspiring occasion establishing a strong belief in Christian values.  Other faiths are also introduced to the children to give an understanding and empathy to others.  We believe that a strong moral code that the children understand and accept makes them aware of the difference between right and wrong.  The morning assembly stories and occasions will deepen and strengthen their understanding of the challenges and dilemmas they may face.

Safety

Children should enter in an orderly fashion accompanied by their teacher until released by the member of staff in charge.  They depart in the same orderly manner on the instruction of the teacher in charge.

Role of the Headteacher

· To be responsible for progression for Collective Act of Worship throughout the school

· To be available for consultation with other members of staff

· To be responsible for the writing and updating of the Worship Policy

· To be responsible for the audit, organisation and ordering of resources

· To be aware of the latest information and guidelines and to attend relevant courses

· To give useful feedback to staff

· To ensure that the policy document is being adhered to and that good practice is taking place throughout the school

· To ensure the whole school has taken the policy on board

· To inform any supply/temporary/new teachers of the existence of the policy

· To be available for discussion

· To provide the necessary funds from the budget to cover replacement of resources.
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