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DRUGS EDUCATION POLICY
AIMS
This policy aims at defining the school’s  agreed  position in relation to drug-related matters. It is for the whole school community, and all the school membership will be involved in implementing it and working within it.

Policy statement

In this school, we aim at helping each pupil reach his/her potential in a warm and caring environment. We believe that healthy children who can manage their lives properly are better able to learn and achieve. Except for medical purposes, there is no reason why pupils should possess drugs while at school or on school-organised educational experiences. All pupils who need to use medical drugs while at school must bring a written note from their parent or carer explaining why and the dosage required.

We do not wish any pupil in non-school time to take drugs that will be detrimental to their health to reduce their learning and achievement potential.

Drugs Education should provide pupils with opportunities to acquire knowledge and understanding about the dangers of drug misuse. It should also ensure that they are equipped with the attitudes and skills needed to resist pressure to misuse drugs. Staff will help pupils gain an understanding of the world where drugs are used through drugs education programmes and other opportunities when the issues can be discussed, for example PSHE.

Definition of a drug

A drug is any substance which, when introduced into the body, creates a change in perception and/ or mood and/ or how the body functions.

Drugs Education in our school will:

· Help pupils to gain an understanding of drugs and appropriate drug use

· Dispel myths

· Teach pupils that all medicines are drugs, but not all drugs are medicines

· Know that there are over-the-counter, prescribed, legal and illegal substances, and have some understanding of their effects.

· Know how to make simple choices and exercise some basic techniques for resisting pressure from friends and others

· Know the important and beneficial part which drugs have played in society

· To explore strategies for healthy lifestyles

Drugs Education will be both cross-curricular and a discrete programme within PSHE and health education provided by the school

Drugs –related incidents

Any drugs–related incident will be managed within the existing pastoral and disciplinary procedures; this will include following LEA guidelines.                         The headteacher must be informed of any drugs-related incident

If actions are required, the school has a range of options, and decisions about the most appropriate action will be made on the circumstances surrounding each incident.

The main concern in making such decisions will be the needs of the pupils involved, and the rights of parents and carers.

Some pupils who are involved in drug-related incidents may not be well-informed about drugs. One of the aims of drugs education is informed choice. Therefore, if a pupil is at risk because of lack of information, the school will make every effort to see                           that the pupil receives accurate information. 

Dissemination of the policy-who will receive it?

Governors, parents, staff, community police, pupils,  OFSTED. It will be made available via the School Handbook, Parents AGM, Governors meetings, staff meetings, lessons.

Parents

The school hopes that parents who are concerned about their child and drugs will feel they can contact school for support.

Responsibility

It is the responsibility of all staff to implement this policy.

Drugs education will be co-ordinated by the PSHE co-ordinator.

Drugs education programmes will be evaluated and reviewed by  the staff involved in teaching them, in collaboration with the PSHE co-ordinator.

The Headteacher will take overall responsibility for the policy’s implementation and monitoring.

The governors will consider and support management and curriculum issues regarding drugs.

The governors will monitor the implementation and effectiveness of the policy
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