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GEOGRAPHY POLICY
What is Geography?

Geography is the study of places, the human and physical processes which shape them and the people who live in them.  It is concerned with the past, the present and the future and helps pupils make sense of their surroundings and the world they live in.  
Why study Geography?

Geography provokes and answers questions about the natural and human worlds, using different scales of enquiry to view them from different perspectives.  

It develops knowledge of places and environments throughout the world, an understanding of maps and a range of investigative and problem-solving skills both inside and outside the classroom.  As such, it helps to prepare pupils for adult life and employment. 

Geography is a focus within the curriculum for understanding and resolving issues about the environment and sustainable development.  It is also an important link between the natural and social sciences.  As pupils study geography, they encounter different societies and cultures.  This helps them realise how nations rely on each other.  It can inspire them to think about their own place in the world, their values and their rights and responsibilities to other people and the environment.

(The Importance of Geography – The National Curriculum: Key Stages 1 and 2, p108)
Aims

Geography offers children opportunities to:

· develop a strong interest and curiosity in their own surroundings and in the physical and human aspects which have shaped it;

· create and foster their sense of wonder at the beauty of the world around them;

· develop a wide range of geographical skills through active participation in enquiry, mapwork and fieldwork;
· observe and describe geographical features using appropriate terminology;
· develop mapwork skills such as drawing pictorial maps and plans and using maps, globes and atlases;
· develop an enquiry based approach – to describe places, explain why places are as they are and predict what changes may occur;
· obtain geographical information using secondary sources such as pictures, photographs (including aerial photographs), books and videos;
· use ICT to further develop geographical skills;
· construct a framework of knowledge and understanding about their home area, their own country and other parts of the world, which will enable them to place information within appropriate geographical contexts;
· help them to develop an informed concern about the quality of the environment and the future of the human habitat;

· understand some of the relationships between people and environments;

· empathise with places, people and cultures; and
· enhance their sense of responsibility for the care of the Earth and its people.

Learning Objectives
These identify how we intend to achieve our aims.  The National Curriculum Programmes of Study for Geography set out what pupils should be taught at each Key Stage in the subject and provide the basis for planning the scheme of work.  The school uses a selection of the units from the QCA scheme of work for Geography to teach these Programmes of Study.  The Programmes of Study are divided into two sections; knowledge, skills and understanding and breadth of study.  The knowledge, skills and understanding section is divided into four sections:

· Geographical enquiry and skills;

· Knowledge and understanding of places;

· Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes;

· Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development.

These aspects are developed through the study of places and themes as set out in the breadth of study sections of the Programmes of Study for each Key Stage, along with the scales and contexts to be covered.  

During Key Stage 1 pupils are taught the knowledge, skills and understanding through the study of two localities at a local scale.  During Key Stage 2 pupils are taught the knowledge, skills and understanding through the study of two localities and three themes at a range of scales.  

Opportunities are provided in the QCA units of work to ensure the requirements of the Programmes of Study are fully met.  

Foundation Stage
In the Foundation Stage, pupils’ geographical skills are developed through the Knowledge and Understanding of the World area of learning.  Through the topic of Journeys, Reception children find out about the physical and human features of the world around them, use appropriate vocabulary to describe it, learn to ask and respond to questions about it, talk about their likes and dislikes, identify similarities and differences with other environments and create simple maps, plans and models.  To achieve the early learning goals for a sense of place, the emphasis is placed on activities that are fun, relevant and motivating for each child.  Children’s learning is supported through planned play and extending and developing children’s spontaneous play.

(Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage p96-97)
Key Stage 1
In Key Stage 1, Geography is about developing the knowledge, skills and understanding relating to the children’s own environment and the people who live there and developing an awareness of the wider world.  In this Key Stage children:

· investigate and learn about the physical and human features of their own environment and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom or abroad and appreciate how their locality is similar and different from other places;

· focus on asking geographical questions about people, places and environments using questions like What/Where is it?  What is it like?  How did it get like this?; and
· develop and use geographical enquiry skills, inside and outside the classroom, including fieldwork skills, geographical terms, making and using maps and using photographs.
Key Stage 2

In Key Stage 2, Geography is about developing the knowledge, skills and understanding relating to people, places and environments at different scales in the United Kingdom and overseas and an appreciation of how places relate to each other and the wider world.  In this Key Stage children:

· study place and themes at different scales at local, regional and national level in the United Kingdom and overseas and investigate how people, places and environments are linked and how they relate to the wider world;

· study how and why physical and human features are arranged as they are in a place or an environment and how people are influenced by and affect environments;

· focus on asking geographical questions such as What is it like?  How did it get like this?  How and why is it changing?; and
· develop and use geographical enquiry skills, inside and outside the classroom, including fieldwork and ICT skills, geographical terms, making and using maps, using atlases and aerial photographs.

Whole School Study Week

The school and the local area is the focus of an in-depth study undertaken by all Key Stages as a joint local history/geography whole school study week.  This takes places during the summer term on a rolling programme.  The last joint history/geography study week took place in July 2006.  The children experienced a wide range of motivating, exciting and interesting activities that included visits to Whaley Hall, Todd Brook Reservoir, the canal, Memorial Park, Bugsworth Basin and the local blacksmith, talks from local people, a town photo trail, a trip on the canal and an orienteering challenge in the school grounds.
Time Allocation

It is recommended that each child will experience the equivalent of 35 minutes of geography teaching at Foundation Stage and KS1 and 40 minutes at KS2 each week.  The subject may be taught in unit blocks during the year rather than in a weekly lesson format.  The choice of planned delivery timing will depend on the individual teacher.  All teachers teach their own class for Geography.
(Appendix 1 lists the scheme of work for the current year)
Teaching Approaches
The teaching approach will depend on the needs and abilities of the children and the aims of the lesson.  A variety of approaches are presented to the children during the teaching of geography.  These include:
· whole class teacher presentations
· discussion and debate sessions, using differentiated questioning
· group, paired, mixed ability and individual work
· use of differentiated tasks, allowing children of varying abilities to work at their own levels

· independent research

· before and after topic assessments
· whole school geography days
· use of television and audio and video tapes
· use of video recorders and digital cameras

· use of CD ROMs and the Internet
· use of leaflets, brochures, photographs, maps, atlases and globes

· role play and drama

· educational visits

· fieldwork

· guest speakers in assemblies and in the classroom
Sustainable Development

Sustainable development is about maintaining and improving the quality of life while safeguarding the quality of life for generations to come.  It involves consideration of the social, economic and environmental aspects of change.  There are numerous opportunities within the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 Programmes of Study for geography to develop a wide range of ideas relating to sustainable development.

Fieldwork

Fieldwork plays a key role in the geography curriculum.  Where possible children are provided with opportunities to study topics outside the classroom to enable them to develop good fieldwork skills.  Teachers will complete the relevant risk assessments and obtain appropriate parental consent when undertaking all fieldwork activities.

Inclusion

Equal Opportunities

All children are given full access to the geography curriculum, irrespective of ability, race or gender.  To ensure all pupil abilities and interests are met the use of differentiation (by questioning, task or outcome) allows children to confidently and competently respond to the work presented to them at their appropriate level.  
Teachers are aware of the different learning styles of their pupils and the need to allow children to be able to work in their preferred learning styles for some of the time.  To this effect, they consider the VAK (visual, auditory and kinaesthetic) approach when planning lessons.
The materials for teaching geography are carefully selected to avoid stereo-typing and bias towards race, gender, role or disability.  
Geography provides an opportunity to educate children for life in a culturally diverse society.  Mutual respect and tolerance for all cultures is promoted through the study of Geography at Whaley Bridge Primary School.
Special Educational Needs

Pupils will special educational needs are supported in their learning by the class teacher or their teaching assistant and given individually planned activities that will enable them to achieve their individual goals and overcome any learning difficulties.  A task may be broken down into smaller more manageable steps or an adapted version of the whole class activity.
Gifted and Talented

Gifted and talented children have access to a greater range of resources, work with greater independence and are given more open-ended tasks to enable them to tackle more complex and challenging issues.  This allows them to understand more difficult concepts, extend their geographical knowledge and understanding and use more demanding higher level skills.
Continuity and Progression

Geography teaching is designed to facilitate continuity and progression by the careful structuring of the learning context, content and activities.  By building on previous experiences, learning can be taken forward through the Foundation Stage, KS1 and KS2 by matching educational demands to capability.  Progress in Geography can be characterised by:
· an increase in the breadth of studies: the gradual extension of content – places, themes and environments;

· an increase in the depth of study: the gradual development of general ideas and concepts and deeper understanding of increasingly complex and more abstract processes, patterns and relationships;

· an increase in the spatial scale of study: the shift in emphasis from local, smaller scale studies to more distant, regional, national, continental and global scales;

· the continued development of skills and increasingly precise use of geographical vocabulary: to include the use of specific geographical skills such as mapwork and more general skills of enquiry matched to children’s developing cognitive abilities; and
· increasing opportunities for children to examine social, economic, political and environmental issues; the chance to develop greater appreciation and understanding of the influence of people’s beliefs, attitudes and values on alternative courses of action relating to people, places and environments.

(Appendix 2 describes in more detail how progression can be characterised)

Expectations

Broad issues of progression can be expressed as expectations for each Key Stage. 

At the Foundation Stage children have opportunities to find out and learn about the world they live in.  These experiences include the following:

· an increasing awareness of their surroundings; 

· focusing on the variety and diversity of human and natural resources; 

· being introduced to moral responsibility; 

· developing ideas of citizenship and challenging stereotypes; and
· learning basic mapwork skills. 

The QCA scheme of work builds on these early experiences.  By the end of Key Stage 1, most children will be able to: 

· describe the main features of localities and recognise similarities and differences; 
· recognise where things are and why they are as they are;
· recognise changes in the environment of localities and how people affect that environment;
· find out, and express views, about people, places and environments by asking and answering questions, by using their own observations and other geographical enquiry skills and resources. 

By the end of Key Stage 2, most children will be able to: 

· explain the physical and human characteristics of places and their similarities and differences and know the location of significant places and environments in the UK, Europe and the world;
· explain patterns of physical and human features and recognise how selected physical and human processes cause changes in the character of places and environments; 

· describe how people can damage and improve the environment and recognise how and why people may seek to manage environments sustainability;
· undertake geographical enquiry by asking and responding to questions, identifying and explaining different views and using a range of geographical skills, resources and their own observations. 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting
Evidence of pupil attainment and progress can be collected through a range of methods.  These include:

· before and after topic assessments
· observing pupils at work

· questioning, talking and listening to pupils

· assessing outcomes produced by pupils (e.g. in response to key questions set out in the QCA units of work)
· videos and photographs of children at work
· children’s work in their exercise books or folders
· children’s responses to end of unit assessment tasks
Evidence can include written, recorded, mapping or practical work.  All pupils’ work is regularly marked in accordance with the school’s marking policy.  

At Foundation Level, children are assessed according to the early learning goals for a sense of place.  In Key Stages 1 and 2 children are assessed according to the QCA end of unit expectations which provide a range of broad descriptions of what children of different abilities should be expected to know, understand and be able to do.  The class teacher may use a range of tasks completed during the unit of work such as those listed above or a final end of unit assessment to make a judgement about a child’s attainment.  The outcomes are then recorded on the end of unit assessment sheet which is kept in the class record file.  As pupils move through the Key Stages, information on attainment is passed on to ensure continuity and progression and to provide class teachers with information of prior attainment.  Copies of assessed work may be kept by the Geography Co-ordinator for inclusion in a subject portfolio.
Parents are informed of their child’s progress at the parent meetings in the Autumn and Spring terms and via the annual report.  A comment relating to a pupil’s effort and attitude towards their work in Geography is included in the annual report to parents sent home at the end of the summer term.
Geography in the whole school context
Geography is an extremely flexible subject and may occur in the curriculum:

· as a major focus for a topic

· as a smaller element within a topic

· as the key theme or part of an assembly

· in a discussion (who saw the news last night?)

· during story time 
· in displays
Geography provides the opportunity to reinforce the teaching and learning of literacy, numeracy, science and ICT in all year groups in a wide range of contexts.  
Literacy

Reading and writing are essential for the processes of finding out about and communicating an understanding of Geography.  Discussion, drama and role play are aspects of the programme of study for speaking and listening and are important ways for children to develop their understanding that people have different viewpoints and perspectives on the world.  Geography lessons provide valuable opportunities to practice and develop their literacy skills in a different context.  We focus on the use of the confident and competent use of key geographical vocabulary and use writing frames as appropriate.

Numeracy

In Geography pupils have many opportunities to apply and develop their mathematics in real contexts that are meaningful to them.  This includes collecting, recording, presenting and interpreting data during the development of fieldwork.  Mathematical skills are also developed in the context of mapwork where pupils learn about and use coordinates, map references, distances and scales. 
Science

Much of the approach in geography and science is shared.  In Geography the enquiry approach that is advocated in all key stages, closely matches the requirements of scientific investigations.  

ICT

ICT is exciting and highly motivating and has enormous potential for enhancing and supporting the geography curriculum, making a positive contribution to pupils’ learning.  Opportunities include data handling, information retrieval and the use of the Internet, e-mail, CD ROMs, videos and digital cameras:
Resources
A range of resources are available for each year group for both teacher and pupil use.  This includes reference and text books, maps, globes, infant and junior atlases, photographs, Internet websites, CD ROMs, local study packs, Time and Place teachers’ books and Mapstart pupils’ books.  The Geography resources are currently stored in the co-ordinator’s classroom in geographical topic boxes.  All staff have a list of current resources and have free access to them.  They are responsible for the correct use of resources and their correct and safe return.  Resources for specific units of work may also be stored in the relevant classrooms.  Sets of atlases are stored in the school library.
The resources are regularly reviewed and updated accordingly.

(Appendix 3 lists the current Geography resources)
The Role of the Geography Coordinator

The Geography Coordinator should:

· provide advice, guidance, training and support to staff implementing the curriculum plan;
· ensure staff are aware of current developments in the teaching of geography, possible visits, fieldtrips, exhibitions, conferences and courses available;
· ensure continuity and progression throughout the school including monitoring medium term plans;
· regularly audit current practice - monitor and evaluate pupil’s work, teacher’s planning and classroom teaching;
· attend relevant courses and feedback to staff;
· be responsible for the formulation and updating of the Geography Policy and Schemes of Work;
· encourage staff to share good ideas and examples of good practice in their classroom teaching;
· organise, review and maintain an up to date, accurate inventory of Geography resources;
· ensure staff are aware of the resources available in school and the local environment;
· take responsibility for the ordering and maintenance of geography resources and advise on their use;
· produce an annual SIP for Geography; and
· initiate liaison with County Advisers and local primary and secondary schools where and when appropriate.
The Role of the Headteacher

· to encourage staff to teach geography effectively;
· to ensure that the policy document is being adhered to by all staff;
· to ensure that good teaching practice is taking place throughout the school;
· to inform any supply/temporary/new teachers of the existence of the Geography Policy;
· to support the Geography Co-ordinator in his/her role:

· to be available for discussion; and
· to provide the necessary funding to update and renew resources.

Monitoring and Review
The Geography policy will be reviewed and if necessary amended on an annual basis.
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	YEAR GROUP
	AUTUMN TOPIC
	RESOURCES NEEDED
	SPRING TOPIC
	RESOURCES NEEDED
	SUMMER TOPIC
	RESOURCES NEEDED

	Reception
	At Foundation Stage the children are taught Geography through the topic of Journeys during the Summer Term; developed around the learning objectives in Section 4 of the profile (Knowledge and understanding of the world).  QCA units of work are not used.



	Year 1
	
	
	Where in the world is Barnaby Bear?

QCA 5
	Video pack, reference books x 2, big books x 2, postcards, pictures, photos, atlases, world maps, BB artefacts & CD ROMs.
	Around our school – the local area?

QCA 1
	Local & large scale OS maps, camera, video camera, local newspapers, photos, local shopkeepers, employers, guest speakers, Whaley Bridge town website.

	Year 2


	
	
	Water

QCA 11
	Local & large scale OS maps, atlases, photos, Internet, websites, eg, WaterAid 
	An Island Home & aspects of Going to the Seaside (cc history topic)
QCA 3 (+4)
	Atlases, maps, brochures, island photos, pictures, story tape, Katie Morag text books. 

	Year 3
	
	
	A contrasting locality overseas – Tocuaro

QCA 22
	Atlases, maps, globes, photos, pictures, brochures, Mexico resource pack, Internet, websites
	Weather around the world

QCA 7
	Atlases, maps, globes, news reports, photos, Internet, websites

	Year 4H

&

Year 4W


	Village Setters 

(cc history SoW unit 6A-C)

QCA 9
	Maps, OS symbols photos, Internet, websites, mapping software.
	A village in  India – adapt to China

QCA 10
	Atlases, maps, globes, brochures, photos, pictures, China resource pack  & topic box
	What’s in the news?

QCA 16
	News reports, newspapers, Internet, websites, atlases, maps, globes, radio, TV & radio recordings

	Year 5
	Local Traffic – a local environmental issue 

(link to school travel plan)
QCA 20
	Local OS maps, plans, photos, school travel plan, statistical data, local people & professionals
	Investigating Rivers

QCA 14
	Maps, atlases, globes, photos, pictures, Internet, websites, CD-ROMs
	A Contrasting UK locality – Isle of Man

QCA 13
	Resource topic box – OS, local & street maps, photos, pictures, postcards, leaflets, brochures, reference material

	Years 6G & 6McP
	
	
	Investigating Coasts

QCA 23
	BBC video & book, photos, maps, atlases, pictures, brochures, CD-ROMs, Internet, websites
	Should the High Street be closed to traffic?

QCA 12
	Local OS maps, plans, photos, statistical data, local people & professionals


QCA 16 What’s in the News?

Continuous work to be developed throughout KS2 as and when appropriate with Years 3, 5 & 6
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	From 
	
	To 

	Location and scale of study 
	greater emphasis on small-scale/local, eg school grounds 
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	more emphasis on the larger scale; contrasting and distant places, eg localities in the UK and overseas 


	Breadth and depth of focus 
	narrow focus, eg local stream or shopping area 
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	wider focus, eg major river system or city centre 


	Complexity of ideas
	simple links, features, eg local journeys, use of resources 
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	generalised, more abstract, eg transport systems, sustainability 

	Precision of subject language 

	basic terms, eg stream, hill
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	precise, subject specific terms, eg tributary, relief 

	Progression of map skills
	simple, basic, eg coordinates
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	wider range, precise, eg four or six figure references 

	Development of values and attitudes

	personal views, eg likes and dislikes
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	critical evaluation, conflicts and solutions, eg response to local issues

	Enquiry skills 
	responding to questions, eg what, where, why?
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	initiating questions, eg what, where, why, how?

	Fieldwork skills 
	simple/basic field techniques, eg observe and identify which way a river flows 
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	more precise measurement, eg river measurement at different sites - width, depth speed

	Secondary sources
	simple/basic skills, eg observation of features on a photograph 
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	complex skills drawing on subject knowledge and ideas, eg identification and explanation of features


	Use of ICT 
	Simple/basic skills; teacher directed, eg spreadsheets for weather data, using representational symbols
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	Precise, complex skills; greater independence, eg spreadsheets for numeric data (weather variables), use of simple formulae


(Source: DfES website – The Standards Site – Teaching Geography at Key Stages 1 and 2)
Appendix 3
Current Geography Resources

DfES/QCA Scheme of Work for Geography Key Stages 1 & 2

Geographical Association Primary Geography Handbook & CD-Rom

Kingfisher Geography Encyclopaedia

Atlases x 5 sets

Mountains text books

Rivers text books

Deserts text books

Ordnance Survey Local Area Landranger Map 1:50 000 scale (2cm-1km)

Ordnance Survey Local Area Explorer Map 1:25 000 scale (4cm-1km)

Large scale laminated Ordnance Survey Map centred on Whaley Bridge

Globes – physical and political

67cm diameter Inflatable Political Globe

Tumble ‘n Teach World Geography Cube

Clever Catch World Geography Inflatable Globe

Inflatable Writable Globe

Folens Photopacks x 2 – Aerial Geography

Around Europe Snap card game

The Met Office - The Weather Story teaching pack

Oxford Making Plans workbook x 1

DCC Using Aerial Photographs in the Geography Curriculum Photo pack

Collins/Longman Key Start UK Atlas x 1

Collins/Longman Key Start First Atlas Copymasters

Katie Morag and The Two Grandmothers Audio Cassette

DTI It’s Only Natural Resource Pack x 2 – Geography and Science resources for 5-11 year olds

Scholastic Mapping Skills Resource Pack 

Oxford University Press Mapping Skills Resource Pack

BBC Introducing Geography

Time and Place: Geography 2 Teacher’s Book

Time and Place KS2 China resource pack

Time and Place KS2 Lansac, France resource pack

China resource topic box

Brazil in the Primary School Resource Pack

ABC-123 – Manchester Airport Cross-Curricular Resource Pack KS1&2

Beyond the Runway Manchester Airport Education Pack – 9-14 year olds

Collins/Longman OS Mapstart text books x 10

Collins/Longman Mapstart 1 x 9

Collins/Longman Mapstart 2 x 9

Collins/Longman Mapstart 3 x 9

Investigations Volcanoes & Earthquakes – Robin Kerrod

Ticktock Natural Disasters Volcanoes text books x 7

Ticktock Natural Disasters Hurricanes & Tornadoes text books x 3

Ticktock Natural Disasters Fire & Flood text books x 7

Software

The Oxford Talking Infant Atlas (5-7 year olds) CD-ROM

Worldwise CD-ROM – Network Unlimited User Licence

Worldwise CD-ROM – Network Single User Licence (Y5 class bought software)

Granada Learning Exploring Maps Interactive CD-ROM – Single User Licence

Soft Teach Local Studies CD-ROM – An introduction to Mapping and GIS – (1-5 User Primary)

Storm Educational Software - Smudge Discovers the World CD-ROM (5-9 year olds) – Single User Licence

BBC Where in the world is Barnaby Bear? CD-ROM – Single User Licence – KS1

BBC Barnably Bear’s E Atlas CD-ROM and Activity Book – Single User Licence – KS1

Zigzag Multimedia The Earth and its Geography CD-ROM

Microsoft Encarta Interactive World Atlas 2001 CD-ROMs x 2

Sherston The Map Detectives Urban Mystery CD-Rom – Single User Licence (9-13 year olds)

Sherston The Map Detectives Rural Mystery CD-ROM – Single User Licence (8-13 year olds)

Sherston Captain Coordinate and The Lost Dinosaur Egg CD-ROM – Single User Licence (7-9 year olds)
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