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HISTORY POLICY
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Miss C Farrell
OUR AIMS

Definition

What is this subject concerned with? History is concerned with evidence about people who actually lived. It is concerned with explanations and judgements, with cause and effect and with continuity and change.

History is about reconstructing the past and building up a picture of the past based upon evidence and the analysis of the accounts of contemporaries and historians.

Rationale

Thinking about the past involves developing a distinctive perspective, which gives people a better and richer understanding of the present.

What are the main aims of teaching this subject?

· to arouse interest in the past

· to develop a quality of open mindedness which questions assumptions and demands evidence for points of view.

· to introduce pupils to what is involved in understanding and interpreting the past.

· to contribute to pupils’ knowledge and understanding of their own and other countries, cultures and inheritances

· to enable students to develop a sense of time

· to help pupils understand the present in the context of interpreting the past

· to help give pupils a sense of identity

· to further develop historical skills and knowledge with use of ICT.

Key Elements

National Curriculum and QCA Scheme of work for KS 1 and KS 2

The teaching of History is based on the Programmes of Study for KS 1 and KS 2 and follows the QCA scheme.

Opportunities will be provided in each unit to develop the key elements:

1. Chronology

2. Range and depth of historical knowledge and understanding

3. Interpretations of history

4. Historical enquiry

5. Organisation and communication

Teaching & Learning
Key Stage 1

In KS1 history is about the lives and lifestyles of familiar people in the recent past and about famous people and events in the more distant past, including those from British history.

Children:
· learn about familiar and famous people and about events from the recent and more distant past in Britain.
· look for similarities and differences between life today and in the past and use common words associated with the passing of time

· talk and write about what happened and why people acted as they did

· find out about the past using different sources of information and representations

Foundation Stage history will be delivered through Knowledge and Understanding of the World (items 5 & 6 in particular).

The KS1 units of study will be delivered through topics:

· How are our toys different from those in the past?
· What were homes like a long time ago?

· What were seaside holidays like in the past?

· Why did Henry VIII marry six times?
Key Stage 2

In KS 2 history is about people and important events and developments from recent and more distant times in the locality, in Britain and in other parts of the world.

Children:

· find out about people, important events and developments from recent and more distant times, making links across different periods of history

· learn about different aspects of local, British and world history

· discuss why things happened or changed, and the results

· carry out historical enquiries using a variety of sources of information and look at how and why the past is interpreted in different ways

· use their understanding of chronology and historical terms when talking and writing about the past

Topics provide scope for a variety of teaching methods including:
· presentations by teacher, including telling stories.  Stories will be used as a vehicle to deliver the National Curriculum for History, as will cross-curricular links with other subjects, especially Literacy

· discussion and debate “question and answer” sessions

· class, group and individual sessions

· television and audio tapes

· role play and drama

· educational visits

· ICT packages

· Nicholas Robert literacy/history packs

· quick-fire questions for warm-up (use of whiteboards)
· before and after topic assessments

· whole day history days

The school and local area will be studied with a local history/geography topic studied by both key stages on a rolling programme of subject studies.

Topics in KS2 include:

           Invaders and settlers (Anglo-Saxons/Vikings/Celts/Romans)

· Ancient Greece

· Victorians

· Egypt

· Britain since 1948

· Children in World War II

It is to be noted that:

· School and Local Area will all be followed to fulfil the History Programme of Study

· Stories will also be used as a vehicle to deliver the National Curriculum for History

· Historical artefacts will be used and similarities and differences observed

Extra units for KS1 include famous people and events e.g. Guy Fawkes          
( based on QCA 4); and for KS2, Aztecs or Indus Valley Civilisations, when mixed year groups are in place.  
Teaching approach

Key Stage 1

The KS l units of study will be delivered through many of the topics experienced by children in the Infant Years. Topics of:

	KEY STAGE 1



	YEAR
	TOPIC 1
	TOPIC 2

	Reception
	Family History


	Artefacts from the past


	Y1
	How are toys different from those in the past?
QCA 1
	What were homes like a long time ago?
QCA 2

	Y2
	What were seaside holidays like in the past?
QCA 3
	Why did Henry VIII marry six times?
QCA 7


Key Stage 2
The KS 2 units of study will be delivered mainly as separate History topics allocated to year groups, but will be related to other subjects where appropriate. The QCA Scheme will be used and adapted where necessary.

	KEY STAGE 2



	YEAR
	TOPIC 1
	TOPIC 2

	Y3
	What can we find out about ancient Egypt from what has survived?

QCA 10
	

	Y4
	 Who were the Greeks & how do we use Ancient Greek ideas today?
QCA 14 and 15
	Why have people invaded and settled in Britain in the past? Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 
QCA 6B and 6C

	Y5
	What was it like for children living in Victorian Britain? 
QCA 11
	

	Y6
	What was it like for children in the Second World War?
QCA 9
	How has life in Britain changed since 1948?
QCA 13


It is to be noted that:

· a Local History/Geography Topic will be covered in an appropriate term on a once in three years basis, where at all possible, starting with 1997. 

· the topics are arranged to link with Literacy and Art
The topics provide scope for a variety of teaching methods including:

· presentations by the teacher, including telling stories

· discussion and debate ‘question and answer sessions ‘class, individual and group sessions television, radio, audio tape and video ‘role play and drama ‘educational visits

· use of ICT

These methods will be used to ensure that activities are differentiated to the abilities and interests of the pupils. Pupils with special educational needs will be given tasks broken down into small steps to give achievable goals. Exceptionally able pupils will be given open-ended tasks to enable them to tackle more complex issues and understand more difficult concepts, so extending their historical knowledge and understanding.

Continuity and Progression

History teaching is designed to facilitate progression and continuity by careful structuring of context, activities and the nature of what is to be learnt. Through building upon previous experience, learning can be taken forward through KSI and 2 matching educational demands to capability.

Resources

‘A Sense of History’ topic packs , BBC videos and various D.V.D.’s are available alongside a wide range of resources for both teacher and pupil use, including photograph packs, books, files, ICT simulation programmes and Topic Boxes on their allocated units. See Scheme of work for detailed resources available for each Study Unit.

Assessment and Recording
Some form of Pupil Assessment will be necessary if we are to set tasks of an appropriate level.

Evidence of Pupil’s Attainment is collected through:

· observing pupils at work

· questioning, talking and listening to pupils

· considering materials produced by pupils e.g. Responses to Key Questions set out in schemes of work {Medium Term Plans]

· responses from children to end of unit assessment tasks

Assessment will take place at the end of each study unit in the form of a set of

differentiated tasks which will follow the Learning Outcomes and Expectations from the

QCA Scheme. Assessment opportunities should be highlighted in the Medium Term Plans. Recording will be on the form agreed by all staff (see amendment notice below)

Role of the Co-ordinator

· to provide guidance and support to staff in implementing the curriculum plan

· to organise, review and maintain an inventory of resources

· to ensure staff are aware of current developments in the teaching of history and courses available

· to ensure continuity and progression throughout the school including monitoring Medium Term Plans

Role of the Headteacher
· to encourage staff to teach effective history

· to ensure that the policy is adhered to throughout the school ‘to inform new teachers of the existence of a history policy ‘to be available for discussion

· to provide the necessary finance to update and renew resources.



Written
July 1996


              
Revised  
July 1999 



Reviewed
Apr  2005

J Harris







      Revised
     July 2006

J Harris







      Revised        July 2009            C Farrell






