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INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY POLICY

Definition

What is the subject concerned with? ICT is concerned with equipping our children for the ever-changing technological age in which they are growing up. It gives children new ways of communicating their ideas and ordering their thoughts; it allows children to control and monitor their environment to a certain degree; it allows children to present their work in a standard form and gives children a sense of excitement in interactive learning.

Rational

We aspire to fulfil our aims by:

· developing within children confidence and satisfaction in using ICT

· broadening children’s understanding of the effects and implications ICT has on their lives

· encouraging the children to maximise their skills for future advances brought about by ICT developments

· encouraging perseverance when dealing with technical equipment

· enabling children a greater responsibility for their own learning

· providing opportunities for them to decide the appropriateness of ICT in their work

Key Elements

National Curriculum and QCA schemes of work for KS 1 and KS 2

The teaching of ICT is based on the programmes of Study for KS 1 and KS 2 and follows the QCA scheme.

Opportunities will be provided in each unit to develop the key elements:

1. ICT is taught to enhance and supporting other areas curriculum areas in the Foundation Stage and both Key Stages. 

2. ICT is also taught as a skills based subject.
3. Children work individually, in small groups or as a class. Initial discussion may begin with the whole class being instructed using an Interactive Whiteboard.

4. The ‘cascade’ method is often used where two or three more able children act in a supervisory capacity with other children, thus saving the teacher time and aiding reinforcement of the children’s own learning.
Teaching approach

This is achieved by using the LCP scheme of work, which follows the QCA document for ICT.

The class teacher monitors children’s progress using the scheme. At the end of each term, as well as each child being awarded a level for ICT, the children’s skills are recorded on a matrix grid showing which skill each child has achieved.

1. Skills and knowledge developments

Communication and Handling Information

Using word processing and data handling information packages, children work individually or in groups to process their work, refining their written language and understanding and enhancing the presentation. In using data handling packages children are able to collect, organize and interrogate their data and thus produce graphs of their findings. These, as in science, can be used to make predictions or test their hypotheses.

Control and Modeling

These programmes create models of real or imaginary situations, such as ‘My World’. Programmable devices, such as the ‘Roamer’ is used throughout the school to enable children to experience control technology and develop spatial skills. We are currently seeking to expand the number of software packages in this area.

Other uses

Computers are also used as ‘drill and practise’ devices for children to be able to come to grips with spellings and tables etc.

2. Equal opportunities

We aim to reflect a positive attitude towards all equal opportunities and we have careful to avoid stereotyping when organising activities and selecting materials. It is also recognised that some children will have specific learning difficulties and some will be more advanced than their peers with this in mind individual programmes are provided with the help of the SEN co-ordinator, for those with learning difficulties. Furthermore, those children who are more able will have access to a more challenging and stimulating ICT environment.
Continuity and progression

ICT teaching is designed to facilitate progression and continuity by careful structuring of context, activities and the nature of what is to be learnt. Through building upon previous experiences, learning can be taken forward through KS 1 and 2 matching educational; demands to capability.

Resources

The school has a network of computers that have broadband internet access (2Mb). There are two platforms located in the majority of classroom; these are networked to printers located in the suite as well as have access to any installed classroom printer. All computers have a variety of pre-loaded software – this may vary with each individual class teacher’s requirements.

Additional ICT equipment is available e.g. tape recorders, digital cameras etc.

Assessment and Recording
Evidence of Pupil’s Attainment is collected through:

· observing pupils at work

· questioning and listening to pupils

· considering materials produced by pupils e.g. responses to tasks

· responses from children to assessment tasks

· children’s Self-Assessment

Pupil Assessment is achieved using the LCP ICT Scheme. The scheme provides class teachers with the necessary assessment tasks for which levels of achievement can be recorded in the schemes mark book. This “electronic” mark book is wholly maintained by the classroom teacher.
.
Evidence of skills covered in ICT is also recorded, for each individual pupil, on the school’s ICT Skills Matrix – a printout which progresses with the child throughout their time here at Whaley.
Role of the Co-ordinator

· to provide guidance and support to staff in implementing the curriculum plan

· to organise, review and maintain an inventory of resources

· to attend any relevant courses on new developments and communicate these developments back to colleagues

· to ensure staff are aware of the current developments in the teaching of ICT and courses available

· to ensure continuity and progression throughout the school including monitoring Medium Term Plans.

Role of the Headteacher
· to encourage staff to teach effective ICT

· to ensure that the policy is adhered to throughout the school

· to inform new teachers of the existence of an ICT policy

· to be available for discussion

· to provide the necessary finance to update and renew resources.

  Revised

  Jan 1997




          Revised
        Feb 2001


Revised
Apr 2004

Revised
Jun 2005


Revised 
Nov 2006 
S Hepworth
     

Reviewed
June 2009 
I Bingle (Gov) 







4
5
\\Server1\dropbox\Sue Wilde\ICT Policy.doc
Created on 30/06/2005 11:10:00
Last printed 26/09/2006 09:01:00

