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LITERACY POLICY
Reviewed July 2009 



V McPherson
AIMS

We aim to develop pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of Speaking & Listening, Reading & Writing.  Pupils will be given opportunities to interrelate the requirements of English within a broad and balanced approach to the teaching of English across the curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and reinforce taught literacy skills.

At Whaley Bridge Primary school we strive for children to be a ‘Primary Literate Pupil’

We aim for a child to be able to:

· read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies to self-monitor and correct.

· to develop enthusiastic, independent and reflective readers who will read widely for study and pleasure

· have an interest in words, their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms.

· understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation.

· be developing the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness.  

· have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses.

· to engender a love and appreciation of English in our children by developing to the full their ability to understand, use and enjoy English.
· to develop a high standard in our speaking and listening skills, enhancing children’s understanding in both spoken and written forms and of the way language can be used to communicate.
· as English permeates all areas of the curriculum, cross-curricular  links will be sought in as many areas as possible. In planning teachers will identify and build upon all possible links.
· to provide all children with access to a well balanced, differentiated English curriculum, including those with special educational needs.
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the National Curriculum English Document (2000) and in the Communication, Language and Literacy section of the Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage (2000).

In the Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception) children should be given opportunities to:

· speak and listen and represent ideas in their activities;

· use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum;

· become immersed in an environment rich in print and possibilities for communication.

At Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2), children should learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say. They should begin to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They should use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds.

At Key Stage Two (Years 3-6), children should learn to change the way they speak and write to suit different situations, purposes and audiences. They should read a range of texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them. They should explore the use of language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how the structure of language works.

THE GOVERNORING BODY
Regular reports are made to the governors on the progress of English provision and to our Literacy Governors.

This policy will be reviewed every three years or in the light of changes to legal requirements.

1. LEARNING AND TEACHING
SUBJECT ORGANISATION
The English Curriculum is delivered using the Renewed Primary National Strategy framework. The Early learning Goals are followed to ensure continuity and progression from the Foundation Stage through to the National Curriculum. Pupil provision is related to attainment. 

In the Foundation stage Jolly Phonics is used for teaching Phonics.

In Key Stage 1 and 2 we follow the Collins Scheme for Literacy, linking in other appropriate resources where needed and suited.

Work is differentiated in each class and tailored to the level and needs of the children within the group. 
In upper Key stage 2 children are set according to ability.

PLANNING

Detailed weekly plans make particular reference to the objectives being covered and highlight assessment opportunities, cross curricular links, speaking and listening objectives and use of ICT.

APPROACHES TO SPEAKING AND LISTENING
The Four Strands of Speaking and Listening: Speaking; Listening; Group Discussion and Interaction, and Drama permeate the whole curriculum. Interactive teaching strategies are used to engage all pupils in order to raise reading and writing standards. Children are encouraged to develop effective communication skills in readiness for later life.

Opportunities for speaking and listening include:
· Class performances

· Literacy lessons

· Class assemblies

· School visits / visitors

· Visiting performers

· School council

· P.S.H.E – circle time, discussions

· Drama 

· French lessons 

· Cross curricular links Art, Design and Technology, Music and History voicing our opinions and preferences

READING

Opportunities for shared reading are provided within weekly lessons and  relates to relevant objectives laid down in the Literacy framework. These opportunities may occur within the Literacy lesson or at other times throughout the week. 

In the Foundation stage and Key Stage 1 children are heard to read individually by the class teacher (or another adult) a minimum of once a week. They are encouraged at all times to enjoy books and are given ample time to do so.

In Key Stage 2 children will be heard regularly to read in both group and individual situations.
As all children do not learn in the same way, a variety of strategies are employed.

Within the Foundation stage and Key Stage 1 there is a strong emphasis on the teaching of phonics and other word level skills. Children will be taught to:

· Discriminate between the separate sounds in words

· Learn the letters and letter combinations most commonly used to spell those sounds

· Read words by sounding out and blending their separate parts

· Write words by combining the spelling patterns and their sounds

These skills will obviously overlap into Key Stage 2 according to the needs of the children.

The Oxford Reading Tree scheme is used as the core reading scheme supported by the Ginn 360 scheme to form a comprehensive reading scheme incorporating fiction, poetry, non-fiction and plays. These are used throughout the Key Stages. These books are of graded ability and are matched to their individual reading levels. They have a cumulative vocabulary, sensible grammatical structure and a lively and interesting content.

Home-school link reading records are kept to promote a partnership between parents and teachers. As well encouraging children to consider the books they are reading in more detail through book reviews and regular child comment spaces.
WRITING

Children will be given opportunities to write for varied purposes and audiences, respond to a range of stimuli and to understand the characteristics of different kinds of writing, drawing attention to the features of layout and presentation.

In the Foundation stage emphasis is placed upon early mark making and the delivery of a comprehensive Phonics Scheme. 

This readies children for emergent writing where their skills are encouraged to grow and develop in creative ways. 

At Key Stage 1 and 2 there are a large variety of quality Big Books alongside Key Texts from the Collins Literacy scheme, which is used by all staff. These are used during the Literacy lesson and match the requirements laid out in the Renewed Framework. 

Children will take part regularly in discrete composition, spelling and handwriting activities with the class as a whole and as a member of a smaller group. Children will also continue to work on autonomous strategies from spelling and correcting their own mistakes.

The Big Write also offers the opportunity for children to write independently on a weekly basis, working towards their individual writing targets.
CROSS-CURRICULAR LITERACY OPPORTUNITIES 
Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links. They will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through literacy lessons to other areas of the curriculum.

THE USE OF ICT
Opportunities to use ICT to support teaching and learning in Literacy will be planned for and used as appropriate.

2. ASSESSMENT AND TARGET SETTING

Work will be assessed in line with the Assessment Policy. In addition to this the following records are kept:

· SATs/QCA results

· IEP’s for children School Action and School Action Plus
· IEP’s for Gifted and Talented children

· Phonics booklet form Reception to Year 2

READING

· Single Word Reading Test 6-16 November and June
· Groups for reading and the level/colour they are on from the various schemes, including a record of the books they have read

· Reading diaries 

WRITING

· Big Write Tracking grids
· Single Word Spelling Test records November and June
· High frequency words

· Big Write Portfolios
Children’s writing will be assessed regularly using their individual writing targets. 
During the year children will produce a letter which is levelled and kept in their portfolio, these assessments take place in November, March and June. The Big Write portfolios are kept as an ongoing writing assessment from Reception to Year 6 to show progression. The letters are assessed using The Criterion which addresses the Assessment Focus seen in Assessing Pupil Progress.

Children know and understand their targets; these are set termly from the Ros Wilson Criterion. Target cards, which have been translated into “child speak” are shared with parents to encourage a home / school link.

3. INCLUSION
We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in English according to their individual abilities. We will identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment. Gifted children will be identified and suitable learning challenges provided.

4. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
All children are provided with equal access to the English curriculum. We aim to provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background.

5. RESOURCES

   To provide a language-rich environment in classrooms and around the school, 

      we  provide the following resources:

· a variety of reading schemes and other reading material, colour coded into ability levels

· English text books and Big books

· School library – fiction and non-fiction

· Accelerated reader scheme

· Dictionaries

· Thesaurus’

· Media links – TV programs, newspapers, magazines, internet access

· Tape recorders for speaking, listening and editing

· Visitors to school

· Additional helpers in school

· ICT links – word processing – word and text ease, starspell, internet access

· Fiction boxes – story wheels, beach balls, story cards, white boards, story bags, objects which encourage skills of acting as a story teller
· Story sacks

· Interactive Big Books

ROLE OF SUBJECT LEADER:
The Subject Leader should be responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in Literacy through:

Monitoring and evaluating Literacy:-  

· pupil progress 

· provision of Literacy (including Intervention and Support programmes)

· the quality of the Learning Environment; 

· the deployment and provision of support staff

Taking the lead in policy development

Auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD

Purchasing and organising resources

Keeping up to date with recent Literacy developments

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

In the Foundation stage support your child with their understanding of phonics; practising Jolly Phonics sounds and stimulating discussions about letters, books and mark making.

Parents can support the development of reading by encouraging them to read regularly; discussing the texts which are being read and completing the reading diaries regularly.

 ROLE OF THE HEAD TEACHER

· To stimulate the updating of the English Policy

· To ensure that the policy document is being adhered to and that good teaching practice is taking place throughout the school

· To ensure that the whole school has taken the policy on board

· To inform any supply/temporary/new teacher of the existence of the English policy

· To be available for discussion

· To provide the necessary cash for the budget to cover replacement of resources
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