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PRIMARY LANGUAGES POLICY
Forward
This policy has been written in conjunction with the KS2 Framework for Languages and The National Languages Strategy, Languages for All: Languages for Life (DfES, 2002) to fulfil the Government’s commitment to provide every child between the age of 7 and 11 the entitlement to learn a new language by 2010.  It outlines the purpose, nature and management of modern foreign language learning and teaching at Whaley Bridge Primary School.
Why learn a modern foreign language?

The learning of a modern foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for children.  The following quotes are taken from The National Languages Strategy, Languages for All: Languages for Life and outline the reasons why foreign languages should be taught in the primary phase.  Whaley Bridge Primary School fully and wholeheartedly endorses these reasons.
‘Our vision is clear – we must provide an opportunity for early language learning to harness children’s learning potential and enthusiasm’ – Baroness Catherine Ashton. (p4)

‘Languages are a lifelong skill – to be used in business and for pleasure, to open up avenues of communication and exploration, and to promote, encourage and instil a broader cultural understanding.’ (p5)

‘In the knowledge society of the 21st century, language competence and intercultural understanding are not optional extras, they are an essential part of being a citizen.’ (p5 & p12)  
‘Language skills are also vital in improving understanding between people here and in the wider world, and in supporting global citizenship by breaking down barriers of ignorance and suspicion between nations.  Learning about other languages gives us insight into the people, culture and traditions of other countries, and helps us to understand our own language and culture.’ (p12)
‘Schools already offering language learning in the primary phase have found that pupils who start language learning earlier are more receptive to learning languages and more motivated.  Early language learning can reinforce literacy skills and nurture enthusiasm that is carried on into secondary school.’ (p15)  

Aims

The aims of learning a modern foreign language in the primary school are to:
· Develop good oracy (listening and speaking) and literacy (reading and writing) skills to understand and communicate effectively in a modern foreign language;

· Develop and use a range of effective language learning strategies (LLS) with confidence and competence;
· Extend children’s knowledge about how language works (KAL);

· Explore the differences and similarities between the target language and English;

· Stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language;
· Provide a medium for cross-curricular links;

· Reinforce the knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other subject areas and vice versa;
· Help children increase their cultural awareness by learning about other countries and their people (IU); 
· Support global links around the world by introducing an international dimension to children’s learning;
· Foster enthusiastic and positive attitudes towards foreign language learning, making language learning a fun, enjoyable and memorable experience;

· Build self-confidence, helping children enjoy and achieve (Every Child Matters); and 

· Form a sound basis for further language learning studies at KS3 and beyond.
How we will achieve our aims
To ensure our aims are fully and successfully achieved, staff refer to the learning objectives for each of the five strands set out in the KS2 Framework for Languages as a starting point when planning their modern foreign language lessons in KS2. The children develop their knowledge, skills and understanding in the five areas of oracy (O), literacy (L), intercultural cultural understanding (IU), language learning strategies (LLS) and knowledge about language (KAL).  In KS1 and The Foundation Stage, staff refer to the scheme of work that has been specifically written for these year groups.
Appendix 1 lists the range of skills the children will develop during their language learning lessons in KS2 (Y3-Y6).  More detailed explanations can be found in the KS2 Framework for Languages.
Organisation

It has been agreed that French will be the modern foreign language taught at Whaley Bridge Primary School.  The DCSF recommends that each child in KS2 experiences one hour of language learning and teaching each week. 
In line with the Government’s plan, French is currently being taught to all children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 at Whaley Bridge Primary School.   In addition, whilst it is not an entitlement, children in Reception and years 1 and 2 are also being taught French.  
Each week, the children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 have 1 x 30/45 minute formal French lesson taught by the PL coordinator and where possible 6 x 5 minute ‘practice parcels’, delivered by the class teacher or teaching assistants.  The ‘practice parcels’ are closely linked to the formal lesson and reinforce and practice points covered during the lesson.  This provides children with their 60 minute entitlement proposed by the Government.  
In the Foundation Stage and KS1, the children have 1 x 15/20 minute formal French lesson taught by the class teachers each week and the children in the ER base have 1 x 30 minute formal French lesson each week taught by the PL coordinator.  

To raise the profile of French across the school, help develop staff confidence in teaching a modern foreign language and start to build sustainability, the PL coordinator manages a ‘funky french’ initiative where each class focuses on learning and using key French vocabulary and/or phrases each week.  The vocabulary and/or phrases are introduced during the whole school celebration assembly each Monday morning and the words and phrases are prominently displayed throughout the school.  
Curriculum Planning / Scheme of Work
The KS2 Framework for Languages is a comprehensive, easy to use, skill based planning tool that sets out the language learning objectives for each year group in KS2 (Y3-Y6).   It is underpinned by 5 key skill strands.  There are 3 progressive strands, Oracy (O), Literacy (L) and Intercultural Understanding (IU) and 2 cross-cutting strands, Knowledge about Language (KAL) and Language Learning Strategies (LLS).  The 5 strands are interdependent and are rarely taught in isolation.  The majority of modern foreign language lessons will include elements of all strands. The Framework has no specific topics or defined content, giving schools the freedom to be creative and innovative in designing their own Schemes of Work and activities to engage, excite and challenge children in their learning and teaching of a modern foreign language.  
The Framework was used as a basis for developing the Scheme of Work at Whaley Bridge Primary School and is regularly used for planning modern foreign language learning and teaching in KS2.   

Appendix 2 outlines the current Scheme of Work for the learning and teaching of modern foreign languages at Whaley Bridge Primary School.

Continuity and Progression

At Whaley Bridge Primary School, modern language teaching, as set out in the KS2 Framework for Languages, is designed to facilitate continuity and progression by the careful structuring of the learning context, content and activities.  Through close reference to the KS2 Framework for Languages and building on previous learning experiences in the Foundation Stage and KS1, learning is taken forward through KS2 by matching educational demands to capability.  Planning to meet the learning objectives will ensure that progression is achieved.  Teachers’ careful evaluation of the children’s learning and teaching helps the teachers decide when to move children on in their learning. 

The learning and teaching objectives for the 3 core strands of Oracy, Literacy and Intercultural Understanding are progressive and the Framework provides broad descriptions of the expectations and outcomes that children should be able to achieve at the end of each year.  The learning objectives of the 2 cross-cutting strands underpin the 3 core strands and are recursive.  

Appendix 3 outlines the expected progress in each of the 3 core strands.  

Teaching and Learning Styles
The learning and teaching of modern foreign languages at Whaley Bridge Primary School is based on the guidance material provided in the KS2 Framework for Languages.  All modern foreign language lessons have clear, achievable objectives.  They are carefully planned and structured with a starter focussing on familiar language to enable the children to start thinking in the language; followed by a section where the children learn or practice new language and finish with a plenary to evaluate the learning that has taken place in the lesson or to take the next step forward.  The lessons engage the full support of teaching assistants and include whole class, small group work, pair work and independent work.  

The approach will depend on the needs and abilities of the children and the aims of the lesson.  Teachers use a variety of techniques and approaches to encourage the children to have an active engagement with modern foreign languages.  This includes the use of games, role play, songs, rhymes, chants, the interactive whiteboard, drama, mime, video, DVD, flashcards, posters, photographs, stories, puppets, soft toys, realia and dance to present and practice new language in a lively, active, fun, fast-paced manner.  This approach makes language learning a fun, enjoyable and memorable experience that fosters enthusiastic and positive attitudes towards language learning.  It develops children’s linguistic competence, ensures progression is made and develops children’s self-confidence and self-esteem.  Success and achievement are celebrated at every opportunity.
Teachers are aware of the different learning styles of their pupils and the need to allow children to be able to work in their preferred learning styles for parts of the lesson.  To this effect, teachers use the VAK (visual, auditory and kinaesthetic) approach when planning and delivering modern foreign language lessons.

The use of DVDs, photos, the Internet, CDs and realia are used to present good examples of ‘real’ language use.  Wherever possible native speakers will be invited into the classroom to provide ‘real’ role models of the spoken language and the culture of the country.  

Inclusion

Every Child Matters
Teaching a modern foreign language at Whaley Bridge Primary School provides many opportunities to make Every Child Matter.  All children have the opportunity to enjoy and achieve in their language learning.  Activities in the lessons offer children the chance to work cooperatively and collaboratively with others in an atmosphere free from intimidation.  Children have the chance to use their initiative and become actively involved in their own learning and they can be ambassadors for the school and the area when communicating with partner schools abroad.  
Children are encouraged to adopt safe practices and to make a positive contribution to the community by showing respect for the personal dignity of others and social responsibility.  They develop positive attitudes to linguistic diversity, recognise and challenge stereotypes and develop an awareness of the need to listen to others’ contributions and to work together.  
The importance of healthy eating and healthy lifestyles is regularly referred to in language lessons. 
Learning a language also helps children develop skills that will contribute to their future economic well being.  They consolidate their basic skills in literacy, numeracy and ICT through the foreign language, increase their self-confidence and team-working skills, and learn linguistic and language learning skills that can enhance their career options later in life.
Equal Opportunities

All children are given full access to the French scheme of work, irrespective of ability, race or gender.  To ensure all pupil abilities and interests are met the use of teaching assistants and differentiation (by grouping, pairing, questioning, level of support offered, task or outcome) allows children to confidently and competently respond to the work presented to them at their appropriate level.  The Framework is designed to be used flexibly.
The materials for teaching modern foreign languages are carefully selected to avoid stereo-typing and bias towards race, gender, role or disability.  
Modern foreign language learning and teaching provides an opportunity to educate children for life in a culturally diverse society.  Mutual respect and tolerance for all cultures are promoted through the study of modern foreign languages at Whaley Bridge Primary School.  Learning about another language and its culture enables children to be more aware of ‘difference’ in a positive and non-threatening way.  They appreciate that there are other acceptable and enjoyable ways to live and behave which are different to their own.  
Special Educational Needs

Pupils will special educational needs are supported in their learning by their PL teacher and/or their teaching assistant and given specially planned activities that will enable them to achieve their individual goals and overcome any learning difficulties.  Reference is made to their IEPs and a task may be broken down into smaller more manageable steps or an adapted version of the whole class activity may be produced.
Gifted and Talented

Children who are gifted in languages have access to a greater range of more challenging and authentic resources, work with greater independence and are given more open-ended tasks to enable them to tackle more complex and challenging language tasks.  This allows them to understand more difficult concepts, extend their modern foreign language knowledge and understanding and use more demanding higher level linguistic skills.
Assessment, Recording and Reporting
Assessment is an integral part of language learning and teaching.  There is currently no statutory requirement for modern foreign language assessment.  In KS2 teachers assess children’s progress and attainment against the appropriate objectives taken from the KS2 Framework for Languages.  
These objectives are directly linked to the DCSF Languages Ladder.  This is a voluntary national recognition scheme for language assessment which is designed to recognise achievement in language learning skills at all levels of competence from absolute beginners to native speaker level.  Children in KS2 are expected to be working at Stage 1 - Breakthrough Level (this equates to levels 1-3 of the National Curriculum).  It is recognised that children will progress at different rates in different skills which the scheme allows for.
Appendix 4 outlines the standards to be achieved to reach Stage 1 Breakthrough Level of The DCSF Languages Ladder.

During the normal course of the lessons, teachers take account of children’s progress, informally assessing how much they understand and what language skills they have acquired.  Evidence of pupil progress and attainment can be collected in a variety of ways.  This may include:

· Observing children’s responses to whole class activities 

· Observing children working individually, in pairs and in small groups 
· Questioning, talking and listening to children 
· Recording role plays, conversations, presentations

· Evaluating videos and photographs of children at work
· Evaluating children’s ICT work (Powerpoint presentations, Photostory)
· Evaluating children’s self and peer assessment evaluations
As well as teacher assessment, children are encouraged to reflect on the progress they have made in their learning by discussing their work with a partner and completing a series of self-assessment sheets throughout the year to help them evaluate their learning.  The self-assessment scheme is in the form of a set of ‘can do’ statements that are completed at the end of each unit of work.  They are collated to form a small booklet and kept by the PL coordinator.   
Assessment for learning (Afl) is a regular feature of language learning and teaching and allows the teachers, teaching assistants and the children to evaluate the learning that takes place in every lesson, identifying what has been successful and what needs to be worked on next in to improve/progress.
During the lesson, simple, positive comments are made verbally or in writing by the teacher or the teaching assistant in the target language to praise, encourage, reward and motivate children.

All pupils’ work is marked in accordance with the school’s marking policy.  

As pupils move through the Key Stages, information on attainment is passed on to ensure continuity and progression and to provide class teachers with information of prior attainment.  Copies of assessed work may be kept by the PL Co-ordinator for inclusion in a subject portfolio.
Parents are informed of their child’s progress in French at the parent meetings in the autumn and spring terms.  Starting in the 2009/10 academic year, a written comment relating to the child’s effort, attitude, participation and progress in their modern foreign language learning will be included in the annual report to parents sent home at the end of the summer term.
Modern Foreign Languages in the whole school context
Wherever possible and practicable all staff positively and enthusiastically integrate modern foreign languages into the school day.  Examples of target language use include: 

· taking the attendance and dinner registers
· writing the date

· changing the calendar and weather chart

· being polite

· using the weekly ‘Funky French’ words or phrases 

· the reinforcement of numbers and shapes in numeracy

· vocabulary and grammar references in literacy

· PE warm-ups
· using ICT to practice language learning

· French signage around the school

· referring to the language as a smaller element within a topic

· using the language as the key theme or part of an assembly

· using the language in an annual class production 
· participation in whole school language days such as Bastille Day (14 July) and the European Day of Languages (26 September)
· links with partner schools in different countries
· displays
Learning another language presents opportunities for the reinforcement of knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other curriculum areas.  These opportunities can be exploited through aspects of:

Literacy

Modern foreign language lessons provide valuable opportunities to practice and develop children’s literacy skills in a different context.  All communication skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing skills) and a sound knowledge and understanding of grammar and sentence construction are developed and reinforced.  Opportunities to compare the foreign language with English or another language can be exploited through the use of phonemes, rhyming patterns, sound/spelling links, dictionary work, formation of structures (such as singular/plural, gender, negatives, question forms, position of adjectives, word order and imperatives), intonation, dialogues, poetry and different text types.  Discussion, storytelling, drama and role play are aspects of the programme of study for speaking and listening and are important ways for children to develop their understanding that people have different viewpoints and perspectives on the world.  

Numeracy

Understanding numbers and developing skills such as counting, calculations, the time, the date, distance and speed, weights, measures, money, currency, recipe amounts, collect and manage data (tally charts, frequency graphs, pictograms, bar charts, line graphs, pie charts) can all be reinforced in the learning and teaching of modern foreign languages.

Science

Work on parts of the body, animals, plants, life cycles, the water cycle, habitats, foods (healthy eating and healthy lifestyles), the solar system and environmental issues in different countries can be referred to and explored in modern foreign language learning and teaching.
ICT

ICT is exciting and highly motivating for children and has enormous potential for enhancing and supporting the learning and teaching of a modern foreign language, making a positive and a significant contribution to pupils’ learning.  Opportunities include word processing, the production of presentations, data handling, information retrieval and the use of the Internet, e-mail, satellite television, CD ROMs, DVDs, videos and digital cameras.
Music
Rhyming, rhythm, singing in unison and in a round, composition, nursery rhymes, chants, singing songs and listening to music in the target language can all be used in the learning and teaching of modern foreign languages.

PSHE/Citizenship

Awareness and acceptance of a multilingual, multicultural society, knowledge of other countries and cultures and sensitivity to difference can be reinforced through the learning and teaching of a modern foreign language.
Geography

Work relating to the study of other countries, points of the compass, finding the way, distance, travel, climate, holiday activities and facilities, weather, maps, flags and colours of flags can all be the focus of modern foreign languages lessons.
History
Work relating to the study of the history of other countries, family trees of historic people, national customs, traditions and celebrations can be referred to in modern foreign language lessons.  The D-Day landings, The French Revolution, Bastille Day, The Bayeux tapestry, The Battle of Hastings, Joan of Arc and Napoleon are examples of specific historical events and people that can studied in modern foreign language lessons.
Art and DT
Works of well known artists, descriptions and opinions of paintings or works of art, cooking and tasting foods from different countries and packaging design and construction can all be used to teach a modern foreign language.
RE
International or multicultural work, celebration of festivals, storytelling, calendars and customs can be referred to in the learning and teaching of a modern foreign language.

PE

PE warm-ups, physical responses to the teacher’s instructions, games and dances from other countries can all be taught through a modern foreign language and The Olympics and European competitions are ideal to engage children in their modern foreign language learning.
Whole School Language Events
To raise the profile and awareness of modern foreign languages throughout the school community, the PL co-ordinator organises a range of whole school events where each class suspends its usual timetable to follow a specially arranged timetable centred on modern foreign languages.  Annual whole school events include Bastille Day on 14 July, European Day of Languages on 26 September and the inclusion of modern languages during international/multicultural study days/weeks.

Transition

Whilst modern foreign language learning and teaching has great value and significance in the primary school, it is important that it links with the programmes of study in the secondary school.  Staff from both the primary and the secondary schools need to work together to ensure continuity in both language acquisition and methodology is achieved as children move from one stage of their education to another.  Clusters need to agree and develop a coordinated programme with shared perspectives and transfer of information regarding children’s language learning experiences and achievement.  

During the 2009/10 academic year (the year for the first official transfer of language learners from primary to secondary) the PL coordinator will be working closely with staff from other primary feeder schools and Chapel High School on a range of projects to ensure smooth transition takes places.  Suggested projects include:
· joint INSET to share good practice, methodologies and resources, and develop a joint scheme of work and scheme of assessment
· mutual lesson observation by primary and secondary MFL staff
· agreeing the content and format of information to exchange
· devising a bridging unit for implementation during the 2010 summer term
· developing joint resources to share
· attending language taster sessions/days organised by the high school
· visits from high school pupils to the feeder primaries to give language presentations
· arranging for high school pupils to work with primary pupils on joint projects
· organising summer workshops for modern languages  
Resources
A wide range of high quality resources are available to promote and develop exemplary modern foreign language learning and teaching at Whaley Bridge Primary School for both teacher and pupil use.  This includes the new QCA French Scheme of Work, the Early Start and Catherine Cheater published schemes of work, flashcards, tapes, music CDs, CD ROMs, DVDs, target language fiction and non-fiction books, dictionaries, puppets, soft toys, ‘realia’ and a list of Internet websites.  Resources for specific units of work are also available. 
The PL resources are currently stored in the PL coordinator’s classroom.  All staff have a list of current resources and have free access to them.  They are responsible for the correct and careful use of resources and their correct and safe return.   Maths resources such as multi-link cubes, number fans, number beads and dice; PE resources such as bean bags, hoops, cones and soft balls; and literacy resources such story sacks and individual pupil white boards are also widely used to support the learning and teaching of modern foreign languages.
The resources are regularly reviewed and updated accordingly.

Appendix 5 lists the current modern foreign language resources
The Role of the PMFL Coordinator

The PMFL Coordinator should:

· provide advice, guidance, training and support to staff implementing the scheme of work;
· ensure staff are aware of current developments in the learning and teaching of modern foreign languages, local and international visits (TIPD), and attend exhibitions, conferences, LSG meetings, network and courses;
· ensure continuity and progression throughout KS2;
· regularly audit current practice: monitor and evaluate pupil’s work, teacher’s planning and classroom teaching;
· attend relevant courses and PL coordinator briefings and feedback to staff;
· be responsible for writing and updating the primary languages policy and scheme of work;
· encourage staff to share good ideas and examples of good practice in their classroom teaching;
· organise, review and maintain an up to date, accurate inventory of all primary language resources;
· ensure staff are aware of the resources available in school;
· take responsibility for the ordering and maintenance of modern foreign language resources and advise on their use;
· produce an annual SIP for primary languages and a 3 yearly long term plan; and
· initiate liaison with County Advisers, Consultants, Regional Trainers, Lead Teachers, local primary and secondary schools and clusters groups as appropriate.
The Role of the Headteacher

· to encourage staff to teach modern foreign languages effectively;
· to ensure that the policy document and scheme of work is being followed by all staff teaching primary languages;
· to ensure that good primary language teaching practice is taking place throughout the school;
· to inform any supply/temporary/new teachers of the existence of the primary languages policy;
· to support the PL coordinator in his/her role:

· to be available for discussion and advice; and
· to provide the necessary funding for staff INSET and to update and renew resources.

Monitoring and Review
The Modern Foreign Languages policy will be reviewed and if necessary amended on an annual basis.

Glossary
	PL ……..
	primary languages

	MFL …...
	modern foreign languages

	O ………
	oracy

	L ……….
	literacy

	IU ……...
	intercultural understanding

	LLS ……
	language learning strategies

	KAL .......
	knowledge about language

	KS1 .......
	Key Stage 1 (years 1-2: 5-7 year olds)

	KS2 .......
	Key Stage 2 (years 3-6: 7-11 year olds)

	KS3 ……
	Key Stage 3 (years 7-9: 11-14 year olds)

	DfES
	Department for education and schools

	DCSF ....
	Department for children, schools and families

	ER ……..
	enhanced resource (facilities for children with special needs)

	IEP …….
	individual education plan

	SIP …….
	school improvement plan

	INSET …
	in service educational training 

	TIPD …..
	Teachers’ International Professional Development

	QCA …..
	The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority

	AST ……
	Advanced Skills Teacher

	LSG …...
	Learning support groups
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