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MARKING AND RESPONDING TO CHILDREN 
POLICY
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PHILOSOPHY

At Whaley Bridge we believe that all work produced by our children will be recognised either individually or collectively to be of value.

Marking should acknowledge effort, give positive feedback, give constructive criticism or praise for improvement, effort and excellence.

Good systems of marking are essential and should provide rapid feedback of information.  Ideally this should be immediate and contain personal discussion between the child and the teacher.

AIMS

We aim to:
· Build children’s confidence through clear, concise marking 

· Use a consistent marking system throughout the school

· Mark to objectives set and individual need

PROCEDURES

· To provide consistency of approach, all staff will use blue pen as a contrast to the pencil or black pen used by the children

· We will share objectives with the class in a way that is fully understood by the pupils.  These learning objectives are assessment opportunities.

· We will mark against the planned learning objectives, recognising when individuals achieve their targets

· We will ensure our marking is in line with focus, e.g. if the focus is punctuation, then spelling may not need to be marked, or it may be marked with less emphasis

· Specific weaknesses and areas for development are identified in pupils’ work

· Where constructive criticism is given, this should be preceded by a positive comment

· Common symbols for marking will be displayed in the classroom

 Comments on children’s work should:
· Relate to planned learning objectives

· Be legible and clear in meaning

· Recognise children’s achievements

· Indicate next steps in children’s learning, linked to Big Write targets and maths targets. 
	Recognise children’s achievements

“What they do well”

You’ve worked very hard on your story using capital letters and full stops in the right place.  
Brilliant!  

Specific praise – good complex sentence, good use of repetition, great words, super opening

You have obviously listened hard and used all the words I told you to

You have tried to use complex sentences well.  
This is good because it makes your writing more interesting.

Very good sense of audience

Well done.
You have shown the two points of view very well
	Indicate next steps in children’s learning

“How they could improve”

Next time you might try to…..
I think it would be useful if you ……

Things to think about ……

Take care not to …..

Can you remember those special marks we use when ….. (“?!)

Don’t forget to ……..
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