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MUSIC POLICY

Why teach MUSIC?

Music enriches the lives of individuals and groups, and is fundamental to being human. It allows children who may not excel in other curriculum areas to participate and excel in something meaningful and enjoyable to them. 

Our main aim is to foster pupils’ sensitivity to, and their understanding and enjoyment of music, through an active involvement in listening, composing and performing (Oldham Music Service).

It is:

· by listening and talking about music that we learn about its language, power and potential;

· by composing that we develop our own musical creativity;

· by performing that we have a means of expressing and communicating.

Aims

We aim to:

· give all our children opportunities to understand how sound can be used expressively, and in ways that cannot always be said in words;

· provide first-hand musical experiences which are sufficiently absorbing and challenging to engage all pupils and fire their enthusiasm;

· stimulate an appreciation of the contribution that music makes to society, taking into account ethnic and cultural diversity and developing an understanding of music from different times and places;

· enable pupils to respond to, and evaluate live and recorded music, including their own and others’ compositions and performances;

· guide pupils in composing in response to a variety of stimuli and in devising a form of recording or notating compositions;

· provide the opportunity for all children at all levels to perform alone and with others, using a range of instruments and their voices, developing an awareness of audiences, venue and occasion.

Key Elements

The National Curriculum Handbook and the QCA Scheme of Work for KS1 and KS2 provide the framework for the teaching of Music.  The Foundation Stage Profile provides the initial stages.

Teaching and Learning

The teaching of music is based on the programme of study for the Foundation Stage, KS1 and KS2, so that children will be given opportunities to achieve knowledge, skills and understanding, incorporating breadth of study through performance, composition and appraisal.  Planning is taken from the LCP Music Scheme, which follows the QCA Schemes of Work.

Music is planned as a separate subject, although cross-curricular activities complement and extend other areas of the curriculum where appropriate. Each year group’s production allows children to experience Music in a meaningful way, and contributes to their experiences of performance. The music in the productions is one way of Music being prioritised to the children, and them experiencing its value. 

Music is essentially a practical subject and by ensuring a spiral model of learning the children become increasingly proficient in the use, and subsequent accumulation, of skills and understanding at their own level.

Music sessions take place in classrooms or in the school hall, making use of the range of instruments owned by the music department.  These are housed in two freestanding cupboards in the school hall, and in addition to this, teachers and pupils have access to a mobile instruments trolley, which is also housed in the school hall.

As well as regular music sessions taken by the class teacher, where lessons may be organised to include whole class, group or individual work, all children will be involved in music through:

· daily assemblies;

· weekly singing practise led by a specialist musician;

· weekly whole school hymn practice;

· annual Christmas Nativity for Foundation Stage and K.S.1;

· annual productions for each year group in KS2.

Children are also encouraged to listen to the music of different composers and are given the opportunity to learn about specific composers during assemblies taken by the music co-ordinator.  

For children with a particular musical interest, additional activities are provided.  These include:
· descant recorder playing from Year 2 onwards;

· treble and tenor recorder in Years 5 and 6;

· choir in Years 4, 5 and 6.

· 30 minute weekly singing session for each class

· peripatetic teaching of violin and viola

· ‘Singing for Fun Club’ for KS1

· musical workshops led by outside music companies, e.g. Drummers United in 2009.

· extra curricular opportunities such as participating in ‘Young Voices’ a huge scale concert of school choirs at the MEN Arena in Manchester in 2009.

· Dance and Cheerleading clubs, where different styles of music play an important role in the club. 

Excellence and Enjoyment

During the class music sessions, all pupils have an opportunity to play a range of musical instruments, both tuned and untuned.  Our specialist Music teacher teaches recorder from Year 2, and peripatetic teaching of violin and viola are available.  This is very much in line with the DFES Excellence and Enjoyment document which details a programme to identify the key priorities for music education, including their aspiration that all primary pupils at Key Stage 2 will, over time, be able to learn a musical instrument if they wish. From September 2009, Year 4 will enjoy whole class tuition of an instrument from a qualified outside teacher. This will begin to fulfil the aforementioned priority of KS2 children being able to learn a musical instrument. 
Resources

A & C Black – Foundation Stage Music Scheme

LCP Music for KS1 and KS2

Compose World Junior

Compose World 2

Musical Leaps and Bounds

Carousel (Published Scheme) forms a basic resource for non-specialist teachers for Years 1-6

“Music in Action” Scheme for KS1 and KS2

A range of tuned and untuned percussion which are housed in the cupboards in the school hall.

Portable music trolley for transportation of instruments to classrooms

Sheet music

Hymn books

Song sheets

Piano/vocal scores

Guitars

Keyboards

Recorders

Boomwhackers

Pianos x 2

Metronome

Coomber tape recorders

C.D. unit

C.D. Rom computers 

Televisions x 2

Videos x 2

DVD Player X1

Video cameras

A range of CDs for listening activities and accompaniment

PCs for using the range of ICT software and downloading music from the Internet

New range of song books, with accompanying CDs.

Wide range of CDs of music from different genres.

*N.B.  A full inventory of all musical resources is held in the Music Co-ordinator file.

Assessment

The purposes of assessment include

(a) to determine how well the children are progressing or have progressed

(b) to help decide what needs to be taught next.

Assessment in primary music is not fundamentally about recording achievement.  The main thrust of assessment will be discussion between teacher and pupils and observation of both practical and written work.  For this to be fruitful teachers need clear learning objectives.

A Variety of Assessment Approaches can be used:

Whole class activities;
teacher observation;
reviewing work together;

Group work comparing intended and actual outcomes;

· involving children in their own assessment

· teacher observation or evaluation

· individual discussion and coaching

· listening to children discuss their own work in progress

· reviewing work in progress and completed material

Assessing Progress

Assessment will take place at the end of each study unit and will be based upon the learning outcomes and expectations from the QCA Scheme.  These can be located both in the QCA scheme folder held by the Music Co-ordinator, and also in the first section of each LCP unit. Assessment opportunities should be highlighted in the Medium Term Plan.  Recording will be on the form agreed by all staff, given out by the music coordinator at the beginning of each academic year.
Role of the Coordinator

The co-ordinator, working with all staff, is responsible for the progression and guidance of teaching the Music Curriculum throughout the school.

Resources and equipment are reviewed regularly and the co-ordinator informs the Headteacher if additional material is required.  The co-ordinator attends music courses and supports colleagues in their planning of the curriculum. The coordinator completes a SIP entry for Music each year, with targets for the improvement and development of Music throughout the school. This is then reviewed each year by the coordinator. Responsibility for the estimation and allocation of the financial budget for Music also lies with the Music Coordinator. 

The Role of the Headteacher

· to stimulate the updating of the Music Policy

· to ensure that the policy document is being adhered to and that good teaching practice is taking place throughout the school

· to ensure that the whole school has taken the policy “on board”

· to inform any supply/temporary/new teachers of the existence of the Music Policy

· to be available for discussion

· to provide the necessary money from the budget to cover the replacement of resources.
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