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PHYSICAL EDUCATION POLICY

Policy Statement and Aims

Physical Education makes a vital and unique contribution to every child’s physical development, health and well-being. It develops children’s physical competence and confidence and their ability to use these qualities to perform in a range of activities. It promotes physical skilfulness, physical development and knowledge of the body in action. 

Physical education provides opportunities for all children to be creative, competitive and to face up to different challenges as individuals, in groups and in teams. It promotes positive attitudes towards active and healthy lifestyles.

Through physical education, children can discover their aptitudes, abilities and preferences and make choices about how to get involved in lifelong physical activity.

Aims

· Children will participate in a full range of activities in the P.E. curriculum. Access to this curriculum will be available to all

· To promote physical development and the acquisition of a wide range of movement skills

· To develop each child’s ability to plan and create movement sequences/actions in a wide variety of activities

· To develop artistic and aesthetic understanding within and through movement

· To encourage a positive attitude to participation

· To encourage responsible attitudes towards safety in a range of activities

· To encourage co-operative working and the development of interpersonal skills 

· To encourage each child to achieve success and learn to observe, evaluate and appreciate their own work and the work of others 

Staffing and Staff Development

All teachers take their own groups for P.E. under the leadership and guidance of the PLT. Specialist coaches support the curriculum with short term sessions in specific sports. Staff development needs are monitored, and each individual member of staff is encouraged to address their own areas of need. Development opportunities are advertised and promoted by the PLT.

Entitlement

All pupils at Key Stage one cover games, dance, swimming and gymnastic activities. In Key Stage 2 athletic activities are also offered. At foundation level, we encourage the physical development of the children as an integral part of their work. The physical development of the child is related to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals, which underpin the curriculum planning for foundation children.

The school aims to provide 2 hours of high quality P.E. for all its students through a broad and balanced curriculum. Timetables are set to allocate each class access to facilities. Timetables are set to ensure each class can cover all national curriculum areas. The Headteacher, with the PLT, is responsible for mapping out the curriculum in liaison with each individual teacher.

Out of School Hours Learning

The school promotes extra curricular opportunities for all its pupils. Clubs are offered to encourage pupils to further develop their skill in a range of activities and to promote positive attitudes to sport, health and fitness. The clubs help to introduce a competitive element in team games and promote co-operation, fairplay, and a sense of good sportsmanship. They also allow pupils to put into practice skills they have learnt in lessons.

Pupils are given the opportunities to participate in local fixtures, tournaments and competitions. Some award schemes are used in chosen activities. Information is given about local clubs for pupils who want to participate out of school time. In addition, talented pupils are identified and encouraged to join appropriate clubs.

Adults other than teachers(AOTTS)

Where appropriate, AOTTS are used to support some areas of the curriculum. All relevant checks are completed prior to appointment. Parental support is also encouraged.

Safe Practice

All staff work to codes of practice in P.E. (Ref Safe Practice in P.E. BAALPE 2000). When working with equipment in practical activities and in different environments, pupils are taught:

· about hazards, risks and control

· to recognise hazards, assess consequent risks and take steps to control the risks to themselves and others

· to use information to assess the immediate and cumulative risks

· to manage their environment to ensure the health and safety of  themselves and others

· to explain the steps they have take to control risks.

In the different activities, especially gym, pupils are taught to set up and handle all equipment safely. 

All equipment is maintained by DCC (Headteacher’s  responsibility)

All pupils are expected to wear appropriate kit for P.E. lessons. Jewellery is not permitted in any practical activities.

The dress code for this school is: shorts, t-shirt and trainers/pumps.

Cross Curricular Issues

P.E. contributes to the teaching of other curricular areas including Numeracy, Science, Music, ICT, PSHE, health education and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
Equal Opportunities and Inclusion

All pupils are taught P.E. whatever their ability. P.E. forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. The teaching of P.E. will be designed to match the child’s needs using the IEP (if appropriate) with particular attention given to safety aspects. 

Equipment and Resources

All equipment is stored safely at the school, with lists of equipment given to all staff. Tops bags are stored at school and are rotated between schools in the New Mills and Chapel families so everyone can access the different equipment. PLTs order, maintain and manage the equipment including the P.E. budget. Pupils do not access the equipment without supervision.

The Learning Environment

The school promotes a positive, safe, working environment for its pupils. As appropriate, display work promotes healthy living and fosters positive attitudes to physical activity and diet. Staff ensure teaching areas are clear and safe for use. 

Leadership and Management Roles

The PLT is responsible to the Headteacher and Governors and is available to support their colleagues, sharing initiatives and developments to promote excellent teaching. With the support of the High Peak Partnership and High Peak Borough Council, the school can access extra funds to support the curriculum and extra curricular activities. 

Monitoring and Evaluating the Subject

Teaching of P.E. is monitored by the Headteacher. The PLT aims to observe colleagues to support their professional development. Feedback is given and recorded to increase the quality of teaching and learning. The PLT will look at the long and medium term planning of individual staff to ensure a broad and balanced curriculum is being taught.

Assessment and Recording

Pupils are assessed in line with school assessment policies. Parents gain feedback at parents evening and through end of year reports. Progress is assessed against National Curriculum objectives by individual teachers. Information is then used for reporting to parents. Assessment is continuous, and a process integral to the planning of lessons. As pupils move through the Key Stages, information is passed on to ensure continuity and progression and to provide class teachers with information of prior attainment. Records are stored both centrally and with individual teachers.
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