WHALEY BRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Dear Year 6 Parent(s)





                                                              September 2009 
Welcome back, we hope you have enjoyed the summer holidays! Here is some information about how things are run in Year 6. This letter contains quite a lot of information, lots of it you will be familiar with anyway, but please don’t be put off from reading it. If there is any other information you require please ask; or if there is any way to improve the information given please tell us. 
We will be working closely together in Year 6. Similar to last year, Mrs Walton will be teaching Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and will have Deputy Head time Thursday and Friday; Mr Hepworth will teach on these days. Mrs Green will be delivering French and supporting other schools on Mondays and Tuesdays and Mr Hepworth will be teaching in Y6GH on those days. The 3 of us will have joint PPA on Wednesdays to plan, assess and discuss your child’s progress.   
Literacy & Numeracy 

For Literacy and Numeracy, we plan to set according to ability across Year 6. We will plan carefully together each week, and will teach a group half termly, then swap over. 

Productions and Class Assemblies
Y6GH’s class assembly will be 25th September  and Y6W’s class assembly will be October 9th The leaver’s assembly will be on July 23rd The Year 6 production will be in the summer term. 
Homework

This will be handed to the children on Thursday. (You are free to feel suspicious if your child looks blank when it is mentioned). It should be handed in no later than the following Monday morning so that it can be marked and reviewed. Homework tasks must be done in black pen or pencil. Homework will consist of weekly spellings, reading Tables, and a combination of Numeracy, Literacy or Science tasks. 
Uniform

Year 6 should be setting an example to the rest of the school, and should look smart at all times. In the classroom and playground your child is expected to wear sensible school shoes and not trainers.  Trainers can be worn at lunchtimes for sporting activities, but must be changed for afternoon school.  High heels are unsuitable wear for school and children wearing these or trainers will be asked to change into P.E. pumps while in school.

P.E. Kit

Please ensure your child has a full P.E. kit in a suitable bag at all times.  They must change footwear and have T-shirt, shorts or appropriate trousers (e.g. track suit bottoms).  Hygiene is important, so pump bags should go home regularly for cleaning of the contents. Y6W will have PE on Mondays and Y6GH will have PE on Fridays.
Reading Folders

If at all possible your child will read at least once a week at school.  Please try to read with your child as often as possible and at least three times a week (10 minutes at a time is adequate), to ensure progression.  Every child must bring their folders with the book and reading record to class each day.  

Stationery

The children do not need to provide any stationery, but if they are bringing some to school please ask me first as sometimes gel pens and felt tips can spoil the books.  Coloured pencils are a good idea.  Every child has access to pencils and rulers which must be treated with respect and if broken deliberately or maliciously must be replaced. When your child is ready for a handwriting pen they will be provided with one, replacement pens will be available from the office for 75p each.

Cloakrooms

Cloakrooms and corridors are very busy at the start and finish of the day.  Except for youngest children we expect your child to be able to sort themselves out, meeting and leaving you in the playground.  The children know which door they should enter and leave by.  Packed lunches go onto the racks in the servery.  No child should be in school accompanied or otherwise until 8.50am, except where a special arrangement applies.

Dinner Money

If your child has school lunches payment should be sent in every Monday morning in an envelope with your child’s details on the front.  If dinner money payments fall into arrears by two weeks we will ask you to send in your child with a packed lunch until the debt is cleared. Should this reoccur you will be asked to give your child packed 
lunches until the end of term.  Lunches can be paid for weekly or half termly.  If your child requires a lunch for one day occasionally please send in the money on that day.

Telephone calls

We try to encourage children to become independent. When children join Key Stage 2 they will be responsible for remembering homework, P.E. kit etc.  If they do not wish, or are unable, to borrow and want to telephone home, phone calls will be charged at 10p for local calls and 50p to a mobile.   Should your child feel ill or have an accident and need to ring home we will of course not charge for telephone calls. Under no circumstances should mobile phones be brought into school. 
Choir

Every child in Year 5 and Year 6 is invited to join the choir.  Mrs Stead will be taking the weekly practice on Tuesdays  3:30pm-4:30pm
Swimming

Y6W will swim on a Thursday afternoon and Year 6GH on Monday afternoon.  Unless an arrangement has been made with Miss Rylands, Mr Heys or the Year 6 teachers and a note provided, your child must take part in the swimming lesson as part of their curriculum coverage.  If you can help with swimming please let the teachers know, we value your time and support. CRB clearance must be given before you are able to act as a volunteer.  Forms are available from the school office.

Multisports

Year 6 will have their multisports session every Wednesday afternoon.
SATS

SATs week will be 10th -14th May
Parents are advised not to take their children out of school for holidays during the lead up to SATs this includes May. There will be a meeting for parents this half term, details to follow. This meeting will take place in Mrs Green’s room and will give you the chance to ask questions about the SATs process. 
Conclusion

Sorry for the length of the letter, but things run much better if there are clear routines.  We don’t want to lose teaching time chasing lots of trivial items. There is a full curriculum timetable in the entrance by the kitchen and you can access our teaching page via our website wbps.org.uk Everyone in our Year group is looking forward to a busy and exciting year, and we are available after school if anyone has any concerns.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Walton, Mrs Green and Mr Hepworth (
