WHALEY BRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Dear Year 1 Parents,






                   September 2009 

Welcome to the new school year. Please do feel free to come and see us at any time, and meet us properly!

This letter contains quite a lot of information, lots of it you will be familiar with already, but please don’t be put off from reading it. The points are in no particular order and if there is any other information you require please ask. Also, if there is any way to improve the information given please tell us.

Staffing

Mrs Stead will be teaching in class throughout the week from Monday to Friday. In addition, we have Mrs Bull teaching on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesdays, and Mrs Lewis on Thursday and Fridays. We can all help with any queries you have. 

Homework

Spellings will be given out on Fridays, and tested the following Friday. There will be no formal regular homework this year, but we will often send some work to be done at home as and when it is appropriate. Please help your child to complete this and allow them to hand it in as soon as it is done. 

Reading

Your child will be heard read at least once a week at school. Please try to read with your child as often as possible and at least three times a week (10 minutes at a time is adequate), to ensure progression. Every child must bring his/her folder with the book and reading diary to class each day. It is vital to establish a routine as quickly as possible. There will be 2 boxes near the door which the children must put their folders into; one for finished books and the other for unfinished books. An adult must sign the reading diary when the book has been completed and only then will a new book be given. Reading key rings will continue to go home with your child as in Reception, they will be changed when each word is read fluently.

Uniform

In the classroom and playground your child is expected to wear sensible school shoes and not trainers. Trainers can be worn at lunchtimes for sporting activities, but must be changed for afternoon school. High heels are unsuitable wear for school and children wearing these or trainers will be asked to change into P.E. pumps while in school.

P.E. Kit

Please ensure your child has a full P.E. kit in a suitable bag at all times. They must change footwear and have T-shirt, shorts or appropriate trousers (e.g. track suit bottoms).  BLACK P.E. PUMPS SHOULD BE IN THE KIT AT ALL TIMES READY FOR ANY LESSONS. Hygiene is important, so PE bags should go home regularly for cleaning of the contents. PE lessons will take place on Tuesdays and Multi-sports on Wednesdays. Please ensure your child’s P.E. clothes are all labelled with his or her name. 

Stationery

Every child has access to pencils, pencil crayons, glue, pencil sharpeners and rulers, which must be treated with respect and if broken deliberately or maliciously must be replaced. Children should not bring their own stationery or pencil cases to school in Year 1.

Cloakrooms

Cloakrooms and corridors are very busy at the start and finish of the day, especially around the door of our classroom.  If there are lots of adults around the entrance to our classroom and the corridor, there is a safety issue, as the corridors are blocked in the event of a fire. As Year 1 pupils, we expect the children to be as independent as possible, organising their own belongings appropriately, and meeting and leaving you in the playground. The children know which door they should enter and leave by. Packed lunches go onto the racks in the servery. No child should be in school (accompanied or otherwise) until 8.50am, except where a special arrangement applies. 

Dinner Money

If your child has school lunches, payment should be sent in every Monday morning in an envelope with your child’s details on the front. If dinner money payments fall into arrears by two weeks we will ask you to send in your child with a packed lunch until the debt is cleared. Should this reoccur you will be asked to give your child packed lunches until the end of term. Lunches can be paid for weekly or half-termly. If your child requires a lunch for one day occasionally please send in the money on that day.

Swimming

Year 1 swim on Thursday mornings. Unless an arrangement has been made with Miss Rylands, Mr Heys or one of us, and a note provided, your child must take part in the swimming lesson as part of their curriculum coverage. If you can help with swimming please sign the list on the classroom door. CRB clearance must be given before you are able to act as a volunteer. Forms are available from the school office. Please note that if there are not 2 parent volunteers for swimming sessions, then swimming will have to be cancelled for that week. 

Website
Please check our website regularly. We will put photos of exciting things we have been doing, and we will post little reminders and notices there, too. Have a look on www.wbps.org.uk and click on our Year 1 page. The children will soon be able to do it themselves!

Conclusion

Sorry for the length of the letter, but things run much better if there are clear routines. We don’t want to lose teaching time chasing lots of trivial items. Everyone in our class is looking forward to a busy and exciting year, and we are available if anyone has any concerns.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Stead, Mrs Bull and Mrs Lewis.
