	PTA MEETING MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on

Tuesday 13th January 2009  at 8.00 pm 
at The Railway, Whaley Bridge


	1) Present:
	Liz McCann (Chair)
Dawn Barlow (Vice Chair)

Karen Bingle (Secretary)

Rick Heys 

Mark Adey


	Jayne Farrant (Treasurer)

Ruth Dickman

Helen Hewitt 

Gary Noden
	Jill Griffiths
Liz Stott

Nic Hutchins 

Nikki Arthur


	

	2) Apologies:
	Cathie Gibbon 
Sue McLellan 
	Debbie Webster

Nicola de Bruin

	Tina Crick

Linda Campbell 
	

	3)
	Minutes of last meeting


	Action

	
	The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and seconded as being a true and accurate record of events.

	

	4)
	Matters Arising

	

	
	· Christmas Fair – see below.  The fair raised £1,850 and ‘Our Little Book’ £530. The fair went very well.  Only complaint is that the chocolate tombola ran out too quickly as did the sweets and lucky dip!
· Adventure Trail – this now installed and being used.  We have been lucky enough to have been given a donation of £3,000 by an Outdoor Pursuits company.  RH to let JF know how much money we owe to complete final payment.
· Our Little Book of Something – a huge success and something of which all the children should be proud.  Thanks were expressed to RD and KEB for organising the book and the launch night.  There has been demand for more copies so a re-print will be organised, providing a minimum of 25 books is requested.  A flier has been sent home.  KEB to co-ordinate.
· Coffee Morning – Saturday 24th January 2009, 9.00 am – 12.00 noon.  JF will do an early session setting up.  Volunteers required to help.  Raffle and tombola prizes required.  LMcC to co-ordinate.
· School Disco – Thursday 12th February 2009.   Volunteers required to help at both.  Catering Committee to organise food/drink.  Everyone likes the new DJ and her two dancers.  Booked for this next event.  Catering Committee to ensure we don’t run out of finger rolls this time!
· AGM – Wednesday 11th March 2009.  JF will be standing down as Treasurer.  Other posts may be vacant, or open to ‘job sharing’.  KEB to organise a flier to try and encourage new nominations.  MA volunteered to take on role of Treasurer should no-one else come forward.
· Bag-2-School – next collection 19th March 2009.  Collection will be at 10.00 am so bags can be brought to school the night before or that morning, but must be stacked against playground wall (near wheelie bins) as they may be deemed a fire hazard when left overnight.  
· Design a reusable bag & plastic bottle & cardboard recycling – RD to look into reusable shopping bags.  JG to investigate mouse mats, mugs and other items etc.


	RH/JF

KEB

JF/LMcC

LMcC/Catg Cttee

KEB

RD/JG

	5)
	Treasurer’s Report

	

	
	· Total in the bank c. £8.600.  Lump sum to be given to RH for Adventure Trail.

· ‘Easy-2-name’ scheme has done well and is a very easy way to raise money.  However, money raised does not seem to have been credited to our account as it should have been – JF to investigate.  Toast currently makes about £10 per week, cakes £30-£50.  The Pampered Chef raised £121.00.  Christmas Fair raised well over £2,000.

· Agreed that two new toasters need to be purchased.  LMcC to organise.

· All Trustees have seen the Charity Commission submission – thank you to JF for stepping in at the last minute to organise this.

· Accounts have been audited and a couple of issues have been highlighted by Stuart Proud:

· Wherever possible, receipts submitted to JF should be for PTA goods only i.e. no personal items should be on the same receipt and the PTA items ringed, etc.
· There should be no large sums of cash paid out, or in.  Any more than £20 should be paid out by cheque.  Anyone paying in to the PTA for large amounts should make payments by cheque rather than cash.

· There should be a petty cash system reintroduced to help with the above situation.

· Wherever possible, if the PTA is given a donation, then the Treasurer should request that paperwork accompany it to ensure that the financial trail is kept clear.


	JF/RH

JF

LMcC



	6)
	Headteacher’s Report


	

	
	· The decorating is nearly finished with Reception and a couple of ‘odd corners’ to be finished at half term.  
· The Christmas Fair was hugely enjoyable and successful – thank you to all involved.  
· The book launch and sales and overall process of ‘Our Little Book of Something’ exceeded expectations and the fact that it made money was a bonus.  
· The ‘Let’s Get Cooking’ community cookery initiative will be happening in February, led and organised by RH and Sue Bennett.  It will be in the form of an after-school club, teaching parents and children together how to cook healthy, balanced meals.  The trial run before Christmas was a great success so ‘watch this space!’.  The decorated wooden spoons are displayed for all to see and winners will be chosen to go with RH and SB on a course on 28th January for a special presentation.  
· Key Strings were fantastic entertainment and will be returned later in the school year for another session – everyone invited!  
· In February there will be a special ‘Speedmark’ football assembly to coincide with Healthy School week (w/c 2nd March - also Governor and Book week!) with ex pro-footballers coming into school.  We are hoping to gain our Bronze Award for a healthy school.  Friday of that week will be dressing up as favourite book character day.  

· 9th March will see a visit by the Foreign Language Touring Theatre group and they will be staging an evening performance on 12th March 2009 at Chapel High School (as the Zulus did last year) which is going to be fantastic.  Tickets will be in short supply as they will be distributed to 6 schools in the area.  Anyone wishing to lodge their interest in/request for tickets with RH should do so as soon as possible.


	


	7)
	Recent Events

	

	
	· Christmas Fair – fantastic event.  Thank you to everyone who helped in any way.
· Pampered Chef – a great night and raised a lot of money considering the turnout was poor.  Those that were there had a great time and made some great purchases. Thanks to DB for organising.

	

	8)
	Forthcoming Events

	

	
	· Coffee Morning – Saturday 24th January 2009 – 9.00 am-12.00 noon
· Rota of helpers required.
· Food to be purchased.  
· Raffle & tombola prizes required.
· Cakes required.

	LMcC
Cat’gCttee
LMcC/DB

	
	· School Disco – Thursday 12th February 2009
· Food to be purchased.
· Helpers required.
· DJ booked.

	Cat’g Cttee
LMcC


	
	· AGM – Wednesday 11th March 2009 – 8.00 pm, School Hall
· KEB to produce note ref vacant position(s) and job roles and responsibilities
· Cheese & wine to be ordered
· Flier to be sent out

	KEB
Cat’g Cttee

KEB/LMcC


	
	· Easter Bonnet & Egg Competition – Tuesday 2nd April 2009

· Chocolate eggs for prizes to be purchased.

	LMcC/Cat’g Cttee

	9)
	Any Other Business


	

	
	· New Event – discussion took place about organising a new fund-raising event, such as Family Fortunes quiz, fashion show, variation on Whaley Wander, wine tasting, casino night etc.  Everyone to give it some thought.  JG/LS to look into specific events that they have experienced in the past.
· Leavers’ Party – 23rd July 2009.  DB/KEB co-ordinating.  Theme chosen.  Initial investigations begun …
· Celebrate Walk to School Day – 17th July 2009.  Bring your brollies – always seems to rain that day!  More details in due course.

	All
JG/LS
DB/KEB

RH

	10)
	Date of Next Meeting – t.b.c.

	LMcC

	
	Meeting officially closed 9.20 pm.
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